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Purely Business 


ministers. The question of whether 

congregational treasurer shall withhold 
20% of a minister's salary and pay it to th 
government under the newly enacted incom 
tax law, effective July 1st, has finally bee 
answered in the negative. The church tre 
urer is not to act as tax collector. Nor w 
the ordained minister working for any denom 
national office have his tax withheld at 
source. However, all will be subject to chy 
same taxation, to be paid as in the past Uppy 
the filing of true returns as to taxable incom 
with the tax collector’s office. 


N° “Tax Withholding” for ordainec 


| 
a) 
J 
| 
: 


The Current Tax Payment Act of 19 
excepts from the withholding provisions 


ordained ministers engaged in religious wo 
according to a telegram to Benson Y. Lan 
of the Federal Council staff sent June 2 
from Timothy C. Mooney, Deputy Commig 
sioner of Internal Revenue. The telegram reac 
as follows: “Exception from withholding prq 
visions Current Tax Payment Act 1943 fa 
services performed by minister of gospel appli¢ 
to all ordained ministers performing service 
in religious interest of their respective denom 
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The Euposite ) 


elling LD lo lesen To God : 


HARRY W. STAVER, D.D. 


ESUS came into this world on business for 
God. No- fact is more emphatically 
expressed, more incessantly affirmed, or 

re easily discernible in the Gospel and New 

stament writings than is this fact. He spoke 

d lived as one who knows that God has 

igned Him a task and sent Him into the 

rid to do it. “I must work the works of 

m who sent me.” Never from that momen- 

is day, in the temple, when He said, “I must 
about my Father's business,’ to that last 

amphant utterance on the cross, “It is fin- 
ed,” did He deviate or depart from that 
minant conviction. Jesus came into this 
tld on business for God. Unless one insists 
disputing or denying the plain evidence of 

: Gospel, that fact is all settled. And if any 

es choose to dispute or deny the evidence, it 

of no avail for the fact is settled anyway in 
tory and human experience. It is not, there- 

e, the fact of Christ’s coming on business 

- God that concerns us here but rather this 

estion: What is this business that God 

ye Jesus to do? We shall want to answer 

t question in Jesus’-own words. 

First of all, there is this declaration of Jesus: 

he Son of Man is come to seek and to save 

at was lost.” Translated into terms of the 
her’s business that saying indicates the task 

Redemption. One cannot read the Gospel 

hout quickly discovering that Jesus con- 

ved the Father’s business — His own task — 
that of bringing salvation to men and to 

- world. Or take a second saying: “I am 

ne that ye might have life and have it more 

wndantly.” Translated into terms of the 
her’s business that saying indicates the task 

Release. Jesus came to ‘‘set men free,” free 

m that ignorance of the truth which breeds 

rs and frustrations; free from the guilt and 

idage of sin. He came to put great horizons 
und life, to heighten it and deepen it, to 
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transform and transfigure it. He came that 
men might have a spirit to build beauty along 
the human way, to do justice, to work righteous- 
ness, to glorify God. “If the Son of Man shall 
set you free, you shall be free indeed.” Or 
take a third saying: ‘For this have I been 
born and to this end am I come into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth.” Trans- 
lated into terms of the Father’s business that 
saying indicates the task of Revelation. He 
came to satisfy such longings as Philip expressed 
when he insisted, “Lord, show us the Father.” 
He came to answer the age-old question that 
Job asked and every generation after him, “If - 
a man die shall he live again?’’ Redemption, 
Revelation, Release — these three, surely, 
belong in the category of things which con- 
stitute the Father's business. They include all 
the separate items one might name one by one, 
like His healing of the sick, His gathering of 
little children in His arms, His preaching of 
the Kingdom, His dying on the cross, His 
rising from the dead, His victory yet to come. 

The significant matter for us, however, is not 
that Jesus could say, ‘Father, I have finished 
the work Thou gavest me to do,” but that 
Jesus passed on to His disciples, and to every 
believer, the carrying on of the task He laid 
down when His earthly days were done. Jesus 
“finished” the work God gave Him to do, but 
He did not finish the whole business of God, 
else what can the words of the great Apostle 
of Jesus mean who says: “I fill up in my body 
that which was lacking in Christ.” No, there 
is much of the Father’s business waiting to be 
done by those whose hearts God has touched. 
What the poet calls, “God's purpose for our 
star,’ is not yet all fulfilled. His Kingdom 
is not yet come nor His will done on earth as 
it is in Heaven. In every generation, since 
Christ, believers in Him have wrought the 
tasks of Revelation, Redemption and Release 
after the manner of His spirit. We are living 
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today, in times when it was never mote 
important to be about the Father's business — 
and never more imperative. The nations are 
tangled in mortal combat. Civilization staggers 
and reels on the edge of the abyss. Burdens 
such as men have never known before are 
being laid upon us all. Men, women and 
children are dying by the thousands in the 
mad raging that spares neither the infant nor 
the aged. Was ever any word more vital and 
pertinent now than the word of the Apostle: 
“The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain — waiting for the manifestation of the 
sons of God;” for Christian people to get down 
to business for God! If ever we needed to 
take Jesus seriously we need to do so now. If 
ever we needed to put our Christianity into 
practice, that day is here. If ever there was 
occasion to “‘pray without ceasing,” to stand by 


the church — not outside but inside it, — t 
be “strong in the Lord and in the power 
His might,” that occasion is with us now. | 

To designate any specific procedure the 
would fit each and every person and say t 
each, “This is, for you, the Father's business, 
how difficult and impossible that is! But th 
difficulty and impossibility need not concer 
us. Looking unto Jesus, believing and trustin 
in Him, some way we come to know witht 
ourselves what the Father’s business is and whi 
is required of us to fulfill it. “We are nc 
our own,” says Dr. Joseph Fort Newton i 
his book called, His Cross and Ours. “lf w 
live for ourselves alone, life ebbs out its littl 
day in futility. We need to get ourselves 0 
our own hands, our tiny, feverish, fearh 
selves, and live for God, in God, and unt 
God.” 


MILL-STONES AND MILE-STONES 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


OME wag wrote a song about the distance 
between Whittletown and Whattletown 


and from Whattletown to Whittletown.” 


It appears he had information going and 
coming. 

There is much information to be had about 
the distance between our Mill-stones and our 
Mile-stones. 

Euclid, father of Geometry said:”” There is 
no royal road to learning.’ He also said: 
“Mathematics cannot be made easier.’’ No 
progress without effort. No truth without 
thought. No wages without toil. No harvest 
without seed. Something cannot come from 
nothing. Always something comes from some- 
thing. Very much can come from very little. 
What is to be must come from what already is. 

The disparagement of the disciples in the 
loaves and fishes story is not against the 
Master’s inability but against the probability 
of their provisions. They gave their best. Not 
even angels can do more. But before we use 
this story to illustrate our own effort we must 
be certain that we are indeed giving our best. 
Not our second best but our very best, — an 
all out effort of head, heart and hand. It is a 
sad commentary when there is no ardency, 
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rapture, passion in the task we are expected 

accomplish. Nothing great, fine, is ever do 
unless the whole man or woman is addresse 
to the program. 

Owen Wister makes the Virginian say, 
can stand a middlin’ lawyer, I can stand 
middlin’ doctor, but I cannot stand a middli 
man of God.” In the particular setting of 
novel, we know what the author means. B 
society at large suffers at the hands of middli 
persons, in every pursuit and calling. Busin 
and professional men and women cannot, daj 
not, afford to be midlin’. Trifles make pe 
fection but perfection is no trifle. St. Pai 
confessed: “Not that I have already attaine 
but I press on.” The Apostle went far. 
far that he could say before the curtain we} 
down: “I have fought a good fight, I hai 
kept the faith.” He was faithful, steadfal 
There was purpose in his life. So long as | 
lived, it could not be said that Jesus Christ w 
dead. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said: ‘“‘Instituti 
are the lengthened shadows of men.” Ey 
worthy institution or organization is the co 
posite life of men and women who stayed 
the stuff, did their duty, gave their all. 

The oft quoted deed of the widow, she w’ 
gave her mite, calls for a great deal of co 
mentary and elaboration. Many would-be 
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butors to some cause, seem to forget that the 
dow gave all she had. The story cannot be 
ed as defense-mechanism or smoke-screen 
t the shortage of our giving or the lapse of 
r generosity. 
It is necessary that we earth-pilgrims travel 
t light but freighted. If we would play our 
rt in the drama of Life with acceptability and 
aracter, we cannot go ungalled but burdened. 
e are not here to play, to dream, to drift, 
have hard work to do and loads to lift, shun 
t the gift, be strong.” This explains all 
ant personality and inspiring biography. 
Christianity is not fundamentally running 
ay from the wrath which is to come. It is 
ning the race which is before us. It is 
ing off our hats to tradition and it is taking 
our coats for tomorrow. It is not resting 
the past. It is building on the past. Too 
ng have we dwelt on the result of inspiration 
d not enough on the fact of inspiration. 
ck of every book there is a life, — back of 
ety book of the Bible you will find the story 
certain men and women. Back of every 
eat deed there is a LIFE. The LIFE back 
every book and deed makes the Bible. After 
have learned the source of the Power which 
akes a Paul or John, a Luther or Wesley, a 
omwell or Lincoln, we too, can use the same 
urce for our Power and thrill with the cur- 
nt of their motivation. 
Inspiration does not mean the waiting for 
me special agency, but that indefatigable toil 
sweat of brow and dew of brain which gets 
ings done. ‘The mathematics of it all, can- 
t be made easier.” 
Labor has its problems but toil has its bless- 
gs, — the joy that is inherent in all creative 
ort. At present we bow to labor everywhere. 
the soldiers of the factories, the heroes of 
€ production lines, the army that fights on 
e assembly lines. One of these days some 
alt Whitman shall give us the saga and epic 
the romance and majesty of blast furnaces 
d riveting machines. He shall sing with as 
eat melody as the poet sang of mountain 
aks and prairie grass. Indeed as one poet 
as already caught the beauty and spirit of the 


ynamos: — 


We have captured the theme 

Of the mountain-side stream, 
And the roar of the melting floss, 
We have prisoned their drone, 
And have made it our own — 
The song of the dynamos 


Song of the rivers born of the snows 
ee of the power locked in the floes, 
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Song of the mystery no one knows — 
This is the song of the dynamos. 


Let us hear more and more about the men 
and women who ate lured by “the charm of the 
impossible.” Those who flirt with danger and 
death. Those who work with test tubes and 
chemical mixtures. Those who go down to 
the sea in ships. Those who soar the heights 
like the eagle. Those who build bridges 
across wild chasms and delve in dark forests. 
Truly we need to stress all this in song and 
story. It is as thrilling, if not more practical 
than the rhythms and meters of love and 
spring. 

Theories of Utopian bliss and peace break 
down before challenge of “unfinished  busi- 
ness.” This business of living requires that 
somebody not only cares enough to do some- 
thing about existing conditions in an already 
crowded and complex existence which always 
has something the matter with it. 

There is more power than we shall ever be 
able to use. We are not using the power we 
are able to carry. The source is unlimited. It 
is we who limit our willingness and capacity. 

After the World-war prisoners were released 
from a military camp, only a selection could 
be made because winter threatened to freeze up 
the port. Among the prisoners were two close 
friends, chums, buddies. The order had gone 
forth that only one item of luggage could be 
taken. So the fortunate one, rather than be 
separated from his friend, did him up in a 
canvas and staggered aboard the boat with him 
as his “single and most precious possession.” 

That is what we must do for the world 
today. We must carry burdens: That is the 
underlying truth of Christian civilization. That 
is what many are doing and they are the last 
to admit it. They are followers of the great 
Burden Bearer. They are staggering under the 
mill-stone of church, business, education, state 
and country. Life presents many ‘‘fronts.” 
And when the mile-stones are reached there is 
an unconscious planting of monuments which 
time cannot destroy. 

The ancient Roman arena gave us this 
slogan: “No palm no dust.’’ Christianity gives 
us: “No Cross no Crown.” Life cries, ‘“‘No 
struggle, no reward.’” The weather brings out 
the navigator. The game fish swims against 
the current. Oaks are debtors to storms, — 
sturdy oaks and real men. 

Henry Van Dyke in “The Toiling of Felix” 
rings the changes on our theme: 

“Honest toil is holy service; 

Faithful work is praise and prayer 
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Who does his best shall have as guest, 
The Master of life and light. 

This is the gospel of Labor 

Ring it ye bells of the kirk 

The Lord of Love came from above 


To live with the men who work. 
This is the rose that He planted, 
Here, in the thorn-cursed soil — 
Heaven is blest with perfect rest 
But the blessing of Earth is toil.” 


ee 


FELLOWSHIP DINNERS 


ELMER A. KETTNER 


SECTARIAN minister recently com- 
A plained to me, ‘The clatter of dishes in 

my church is drowning out the sweet 
sound of the gospel.’ Certainly we don’t want 
such a situation to arise in our congregations. 
Most of our people are convinced that the 
church ought to raise money for its support by 
voluntary contributions. Probably, then, many 
readers are looking for an article on the sub- 
ject: “How To Avoid Church Suppers,” rather 
than a good word for them. However, it 1s 
generally agreed that social gatherings in the 
church have their place, if they can be kept in 
their place. Anticipating a blast of adverse 
criticism, we venture to relate our experience 
with a novel method of conducting a series of 
church suppers which we called “Christian 
Fellowship Dinners.” Sounds good, doesn’t it ? 


It came about in this way. We always have _ 


a long list of prospects for church membership. 
It is impossible to keep up with the list, calling 
on all prospects, and following up the calls 
repeatedly. New faces appear in the church 
service every Sunday. These people go home 
week after week without meeting our members 
or becoming acquainted with them. How shall 
we get these people to know our members? 
That is a real problem. In a church that ts not 
growing this difficulty would not exist. Pastors 
of such churches may as well stop reading here. 

We had another problem. Our women were 
putting on one church supper a year. It was 
suicide for them to try to handle 180 people 
in a social hall that was meant to accommodate 
60. Somehow these two problems bumped 
together in our mind and united in a happy 
solution. 

Why not have a church supper every month, 
and take care of a small group which could be 
regulated in size, so that there would be room 
to move about and opportunity for introduc- 
tions and conversations? It seemed worth a 
trial. 

We found one willing soul, one of our men, 
who had been a chef in a hotel, and who 
agreed to put on the first dinner with the help 
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of two others. The girls of the Junior Leagn 
were delighted to act as waitresses. We mime 
ographed 40 tickets, made out a list of a 
members and prospects, divided the list int 
four parts, secured four ladies to act as “'tabl 
hostesses,” and in return for the honor gay 
them each ten tickets and one-fourth of th 
total list of names. The hostesses were t 
contact only those whose names appeared 0 
their lists. They were to invite these to b 
guests at their table (at 40c each!). 

The evening for the first dinner came 
Thirty-eight of the forty invited guest 
appeared. It was not a banquet, but a simp! 
meal such as might be served in the aver 
home. For once the mothers had a rest! Th 
table hostesses introduced their guests to eac 
other at the table. In the course of the evenin 
everyone in the group had an opportunity t 
meet everyone else. For Christian fellowshi 
we used community singing. Between hymn 


and songs we read and discussed a list of ques 


tions pertaining to religion, which we too 
from our files, questions which people ha 
asked us within the last six months. Bef 
bidding our guests adieu we announced ¢ 
plan of Christian Fellowship Dinners. 
would have one on the last Wednesday of eve 
month. ; 
But how could we? No one had volunteer 
to prepare the food for the next dinner! 
had scarcely expressed the fact when one of 6 
guests volunteered. We would pay for 
food, we said, if she would keep the cost doy 
to 40 cents and prepare for forty people. We 
there four women present who would act 
table hostesses? No, there were not! B 
there were three women and one man! 
not? We gave each one ten tickets and a li 
of sixty potential guests, to whom the ticke 
were to be sold. It sounded easy. It wi 
easier than it sounded. We had to refu 
requests for tickets. There were only fo 
for sale. 
So our Fellowship Dinners have gone on fro 
month to month. They are still as popular 
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er. We don’t make money “on them. We 


int expect to. No one has to work very 
td. No one has to serve more than once a 
ar. No organization is needed to sponsor 
e affairs. They carry themselves along from 
e month to the next. Dinner is served from 
P.M. to 7 P.M. From 7-8 P.M., there is 
lowship. Our guests can get home early, or 
en keep a “previous engagement” if neces- 
ty. Little groups of newly-made friends 
ten go to some home after our hour of fel- 
wship to spend the rest of the evening. The 
stor has had a chance to speak to all the new- 
mers. 

What do we do between 7 and 8 P.M.? 
me time is needed for introductions. These 
> interspersed with singing. The hostesses 
r the following dinner must be appointed. In 
dition to this we use the “Question Box,” 
ing all those present to contribute to the 
erest of the following program by submitting 
question. Each time we read the question 
uch we will discuss the following month. 
metimes we have a motion picture of synod’s 
ork. A stereopticon helps present an inter- 


esting Bible lecture. We have had some hymn 
study, discussing the authors, composers, the 
music and the words of familiar hymns. The 
program varies. 

Our people do get acquainted, sometimes not 
without a little embarrassment. A comparative 
stranger volunteered to be a table hostess. She 
took her list and began calling the people on 
the phone in succession. Finally, she phoned * 
one of our young bachelors and asked him 
whether he and his wife would like to attend 
the next dinner. She was politely informed 
that he would be delighted, if in addition to 
the dinner, she would furnish the wife. I sup- 
pose she blushed! But by the time she had 
sold her tickets, she knew the people on her 
list better than she would have known them 
in a year’s time otherwise. 

Whether Fellowship Dinners are just glori- 
fied church suppers or periods of Christian 
education and fellowship depends largely on 
what the pastor and his committees make them. 
They need not drown out the sound of. the 
sweet gospel _—Exchange. 


BE REVERENT, REVEREND 


GEORGE W. REDDING 


‘UST after the clock struck the hour for the 
ministers’ meeting to begin I hurried down 
the hall toward the auditorium. Through 

2 open door I could see the Reverend Doctor 

ank moving slowly across the rear of the 

om, inspecting his mail. Supposing that the 
seting had not yet begun, I stepped into the 
ditorium to find, to my amazement, that the 
dience was being led in prayer. During the 
ding of the Scripture a distinguished theo- 
sical professor walked noisily down the aisle, 
9k a seat near the front and settled down to 
id his half-folded newspaper. After the 
iding of the Scripture Dr. Blank, mail still 
hand, arose and left. Dr. Rank, the visiting 
saker, was visibly irritated. He began his 
dress by warning his hearers against getting 
© ministerial ruts. “The preacher who strolls 
elessly into a worship service, paying no 
ention to the proceedings and perusing his 

il or a newspaper, is in the rut of his own 

f-centeredness. I would have said this, even 
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if Dr. Blank had not walked out on me,” Dr. 
Rank continued in firm, clear tones. 

Sometime later I visited Dr. Rank’s church, 
which was host to a city-wide organization. 
Just before bowing my head for the invoca- 
tion, I noticed Dr. Rank across the crowded 
room talking to a visitor about half-way down 
the aisle. When I raised my head I saw him 
near the pulpit in the midst of a conversation 
with one of his members. Is there any type 
of conceit more despicable than that of the 
preacher who in the pulpit insists on orderly 
reverence and on the floor persists in disorderly 
irreverence? This type of conceit often leads 
a speaker to disregard the contributions of all 
others on the program, to appear restless and 
bored while they are speaking or singing, to 
whisper needlessly and noisily. The irreverence 
of many congregations is instilled into them by 
the unconscious influence of their pastors. 

Ministerial misconduct reaches it pernicious 
peak in denominational conventions, where 
long programs, hard seats and large crowds — 
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among whom are many long-lost friends — 
unite with man’s native discourtesy to man and 
disregard for God to produce what at times 
almost becomes patsonical pandemonium. Too 
often great convention means great confusion. 
At such an assembly some years ago I sat near 
a prominent denominational leader and his 
wife. They disturbed those around them dur- 
“ing a missionary message by planning a trip, 
paying only enough attention to the program to 
offer occasional words of caustic criticism. 
Being important people, they came late and left 
early. Many a preacher, who would have 
delivered a lingual castigation to a thoughtless 
gitl who whispered during his sermon or pre- 
pared to leave during the closing hymn at his 
own church, talked in loud undertones during 
sermons and songs and brushed roughly by 
reverent worshippers in order to beat the bene- 
diction to the doors or greet a newly-discovered 
friend. “I’ve enjoyed the visit with you,” 
exclaimed one as he took leave of a fellow 
pastor just as the principal address was being 
concluded. And visit it had been. Church 
leaders milled in and out through the audience 
during speeches and prayers with as much 
reverence as that displayed by a group of 
politicians at a fish fry. 

Not only ought we to be reverent when 
others are leading in worship, but, when we 
lead, it ought to be in such a way as to inspire 
and instil reverence in our audience. Some 
years ago an unbelieving woman, largely out 
of curiosity, attended a baptismal service. She 
was so impressed with the meaningful beauty 
of the ordinance that she sought a conference 
with the minister and eventually became a 
devout Christian. Weddings and funerals like- 
wise offer opportunities for exalting Christ or 
insulting Him. Incidentally, we ought to be 
extremely cautious about speaking jokingly, in 
public or in private, of these sacred occasions. 
A lack of definite program and preparation in 
any setvice tends to cause the attendants to 
view our religion lightly or scornfully. Even 
in our cynical generation the average church- 
goer expects the minister to be God’s man with 
God’s message. That rightful expectation 
ought to be borne in mind in the preparation 
and delivery of every sermon, of every part of 
every service. 

Reverence or disrespect for the Bible can be 
taught by the way in which one reads it to the 
people. Reverence or disrespect for God can 
be taught by the way in which one speaks of 
Him to the people and to Him for the people. 
Indeed, public prayer offers the preacher one 
of his best opportunities, and one of the most 
misused. We ought always to remember that 
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in public prayer we are to speak for the peopl 
not fo them. This part of worship is to b 
petition, not propaganda. It is a paradox o 
worship that when a leader prays to please th 
people most he pleases them least. The tempts 
tion to this kind of utterance is all the mor 
dangerous when the congregation is unseer 
strangely enough. You may not share m 
opposition to all radio praying, but you mu: 
see that it is easy for the speaker to be s 
impressed with the nature of his invisible aud 
ience as to forget the nature of his invisibl 
God. Recently I dialed a devotional and hear 
a pompous voice: “O Lord, we thank Thee fo 
this opportunity of bringing this message 1nt 
your homes.” At another time a speaker on tha 
program used all his time in bringing th 
message and as he began his closing prayer thi 
announcer tuned him out, apparently withou 
the preacher's knowledge, for his voice fadec 
away as the station announcements were made 
At prayer this man was cut off so only Go 
could hear him. What a disappointment tha 
would be to many of us! 

Finally, brethren, why do some of us insis 
on taking the name of the Lord our God if 
vain? Often have I cringed in my pew whet 
a ranting preacher, to emphasize a dim point 
would scream that Holy Name in exclamatior 
as heedlessly and needlessly as might a maf 


-in the street, or the gutter. It is equally inex 
. cusable for a minister to tell a joke in whict 


one of the characters is quoted in the violent 
use of God’s name. 

Interpreting Christ to men and leading mer 
to Christ comprise a task so tremendously 
challenging as to exalt the humblest and 
humble the most exalted. The people look te 
us. God looks to us. Be reverent, Reverend! 


A War Time Prayer 


The Rev. P. W. Roth, D.D., Milwaukee, ha: 
written a war time prayer for his “Epiphany Call’ 
that could well be used every Sunday in our churches 
The following are sentences from it: “We know th 
way which Thou hast taught us is in opposition t 
the warring order of our present world, and yet w 
know not how to deliver ourselves . . . Our spirit 
fail us. Come quickly, O Lord, ere we perish i 
doubt and despair. . . . Thou hast plumbed th 
crooked structure of our social order and our vaunte 
civilization and disclosed its iniquities. ... And y 
O Lord there is mercy with Thee that Thou ma 
be feared. . . . Refresh us by Thy presence, O Go 
Come to us continually in Word and Sacrament, an 
by the visitations of Thy Holy Spirit in our heart 
Come to us in our hours of loneliness and sorro 
. . . Keep us steadfast in the faith that out of 
clouds of war the sunshine of Thy peace may brea 
forth at last."—N. W. Bulletin. 
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The Editors Columns 
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tubber Balloons At The Zoo 


RIDAY NIGHT we sat in Radio City 
while one of the big oil companies broad- 
cast a program of highly classical and 
atensely appealing music. The only break in 
he program came with a commercial limited to 
single minute, and with an appeal from 
Jonald Nelson to conserve and salvage and 
ive to the government all the rubber we 
ould find anywhere. The appeal lasted as long 
s one of Lucille Manners solos. 

Saturday afternoon we watched the children 
f New York play around the animal cages of 
ae Central Park Zoo, buying peanuts, ice cream 
ones, and big rubber balloons, from dozens of 
aily decorated little stands conveniently located 
1 every part of the park. 

Friday night, the government said, ‘Save all 
abber.”’ Saturday afternoon, rubber balloons 
n sale as in days before the war. How incon- 
stent! But wait a minute! Before you convict 
1e powers that rule over us of inconsistency, 
jok well within our own lives, and see how 
hocked full of inconsistencies are our minds 
od hearts. In our inconsistencies, we too 
lamor for rubber to be salvaged on the one 
and, and on the other we continue to dole 
ut red and blue rubber balloons at the zoo. 

Some one has well said: ‘The world cannot 
ver be perfect because it is made of imperfect 
aiks.’’ Another followed with the statement: 
That the church to which we belong can never 
e perfect, for in it we hold our membership.” 
herefore it behooves every one of us to be 
indly disposed towards every other one of us, 
id cast out the beam of inconsistencies from 
ut eyes before we venture to remove the motes 
fF inconsistency from the eyes which are not 
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able to look at us so truly and so witheringly. 
Jesus said: ‘Judge not, lest ye be judged.” It 
is also well written: “See that thou art not 
guilty of the fault thou dost lay at the door of 
another.” —C. H. Nabers. 


Talk About Heaven 


‘ URS is a religious Nation.” So says the 
bold-head on a recent release for pub- 
lications. And to prove that fact there 

follow quotations from which I take at random. 
“The official documents of American history 
. affirm and reaffirm that this is a religious 

nation.”’—U. S. Supreme Court Decision. 
“The first act of the Pilgrim fathers... . 

1620 was thanksgiving and prayer.” 
“Tablets mark the pews rented by George 

Washington.” 

“In God We Trust’ is engraved on our 
coins.” 

“The strength of a country is the strength of 
its religious convictions.” —Calvin Coolidge. 

“The churches are the greatest influence in 
this world of ours to overcome the present 
tendency toward greed.” —Pres. F. D. Roosevelt. 

“Our civilization cannot survive materially 
unless it be redeemed spiritually.’—W oodrow 
Wilson. 

. morality is dependent upon the spread 
of religious conviction in the government and 
the civilization of this country.’—Wm. H. Taft. 

All well and good, but do official documents 
in high affirmation make a land a religious 
people? Do the pilgrim prayers of 1620 suffice 
for needs of the 1943 American soul? George 

Washington did rent pews in Virginia and 


in 
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"New York. So what? Does pew rental of 
those days guage the spirituality of a nation of 
today ? 

‘In God We Trust,” stamped on our coins 
means nothing more than a pagan prayer-wheel, 
fanned by a fickle breeze. Some do trust. More 
do not. A nation is not saved by what it 
stamps on its coinage, nor ever will be. 

“The strength of a country is the strength 
of its religious convictions,’ means nothing 
more than one plus two equals three, and 
proves nothing to the American who can’t or 
won't count. 

Talkin’ bout Hiven ain’t agwine t’ git yuh 
there.’ And that holds for the nation as well 
as the individual. 

No one could be more right than Wilson 
when he said, no survival “unless it be 
redeemed spiritually.” Taft's trueism, “moral- 
ity is dependent upon . . . religous conviction” 
is worthy the deeper cogitation of a seven year 
old. 

We have our churches with the open doors 
and open Bibles. As a Nation we observe the 
Lord’s Day largely by knocking off work and 
everything else of a constructive nature. We 
like to boast, among nations, of our being a 
Christian nation, but in the final analysis of 
that moot point volumes of ‘what folks say”’ 
or have said, plus the testimony of the coins 


we mint, pale in significance and vigor in the - 


presence of one Christ prompted deed. 

When we begin to “do unto others” as a 
people, we will talk less of our National 
Christianity, for Christianity gets under way 
in the lives of a people concomitently with 
Christian actions, not words. 

Nations, as well as trees, are known by the 
fruits they bear. ; 


Aor 


Understanding 
QO of the most peculiar people I ever 


saw was a man who could call every part 

of a flower by its name, and who knew 
something about almost every flower which 
grew, but who never appreciated them. He 
did not have a sense of beauty. He did not like 
flowers for their loveliness and fragrance. To 
him they were just things to be taken apart 
and studied. Many people said he was a man 
who understood flowers. But did he under- 
stand them? There is more to real understand- 


ing than just knowing the names and.parts of 
things. 
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Maeterlinck was a great writer. He wrot 
many books which are still widely circulate 
and read. Among his writings is a book calle 
“The Life of the Bee.” He had a swarm pu 
under glass. These he put on his writing des! 
where he could observe them as he wrote. H 
wanted to write a good life of the bee, and h 
did. Since that day many people have sax 
Maeterlinck understood bees. : 

After he had finished the book what do yor 
suppose he did with the swarm of bees? Afte 
he finished the book, we were told, he tool 
the bees down to the cellar, forgot about them 
and let them freeze to death. § 

We often talk a great deal about understand 
ing, when we mean only understanding will 
the mind. Real understanding consists of mor 
than that. With your mind you can understam 
the name and usage of every part of the body 
but does that make you understand the kind o 
person who uses that body? Not at all. 

Real understanding is more than mental. 
is more than knowing the names and uses @ 
things. For complete understanding there mus 
be love, appreciation, goodness, kindness ant 
sympathy. These are spiritual qualities. The 
cannot be understood by the scale or th 
measuring rod. They come from the heart an 
the soul, and they help all life to fulfill it 
great purpose—Wm. R. Sregart. 4 


e 


Man Turns to the Word of God : 


A fighting man speaks from the floor of a storm 
tossed raft . . . “Is there a Bible among us?” 
On a burning African desert a voice reads quietl 

. and a thousand heads bow reverently. 

In the silence of night on a Kansas farm . . 
mother finds solace in its thin, worn pages. 

Quietly . . . its words of comfort are spoken i 
solemn requiem . . . as rough hands grown tende 
lower a hero’s body overside. 4 

In the search for peace through generations .. 
man has turned to the Bible. For the things me: 
live by are found in this book that is the Word o 
God. : 

In its pages . . . men have found help for the: 
deepest needs. Comfort for their shattered spitit: 
Light for their darkest hour. 7 

Always, the Bible has inspired the noblest courag 
and the most sublime actions of man. Heroes hav 
dedicated their lives to its principles. Martyrs hav 
died with its words on their lips. 

Now, an anguished world turns to this book th: 
has molded the life of man. For its lessons of merc 
humanity, tolerance, charity. For a restoration of 
spirit torn with grief. For a return of the hope 
faith grown weak under the whip of despotism. 

And here in its pages to seek the flame that lif 
men’s souls. The courage to face tomorrow. T 
faith, that in good time . . . the sound of war wi 
end . . . and men shall live again in brothert 
and peace.—The Saturday Evening Post, No. 36 in 
Sertes of advertisements. April 17, 1943. 
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i Seldom-Offered Prayer 


Almighty God, as I sit here by the fire on 
his lovely Sunday morning, surrounded by the 
unday paper, and half-listening to an un- 
mown preacher over the radio, it has just 
truck me that I have lied to Thee and to 
ayself. 

I said I did not feel up to standard this 
Worning, and certainly was not well enough 
> go to church. This was not true. I would 
ave gone to work had it been Monday, I 
ould have played golf or gone fishing had it 
een Wednesday afternoon. I would have 
ttended my service club if it had met this 
oon, and I would have gone to the picture 
how on Friday had it been a good picture. 
But it is Sunday morning, and Sunday illness 
morbus sabbaticus) covers a multitude of sins. 
) God have mercy upon me! I have lied to 
thee and to myself. I am not ill—I am just 
wy and indifferent to Thy call and claim to 
hy day and Thy House Forgive me.—Amen. 
—Edwin Wyle, The First Christian Church, 
Jecatur, Alabama. 


. Series of Sermons on 

Women’s Activities” 

A series of services, planned to emphasize 
Women’s Activities’ would be particularly 
ppropriate this year. The individual services 
lay be sponsored by various Church organiza- 


ons. — 
1. The Mother of Us All. Gen. 3:18-25. 
Sponsor, Young People’s Group. 
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AT WORK 


2. Sarah, Obedience. I Peter 3:16. Sponsor, 
Women’s Missionary Group. 

Mary, Spirituality. Luke 2:46-55. Spon- 
sor, Young Women’s Missionary Group, 
or Junior Choir. 


Ww 


4. Martha, Service. Luke 10:38-42. Spon- 
sor, Ladies’ Aid. 

5. Mary, Worship. John 12:1-9. Sponsor, 
Men’s Forum. 

6. Salome, Ambition in Women. Matt. 
14:6-11. Sponsor, Girl Scouts. 

7. Susanna, Woman's Physical Ministry. 
Luke 8:3. Sponsor, Boy Scouts. 


8. Joanna, the Royal Steward’s Wife — 
Sickness as a Means of Grace. Luke 
8:2-3. Sponsor, Parish Visitors. 


9. Martha of Bethany, Woman as Mistress 
of the Home. Luke 10:38; John 12:2. 
Sponsor, Adult Sunday School Class. 


10. Procla, A Wife’s Warning. Matt. 27:19. 
Sponsor, Senior Choir. 


11. The Weeping Daughters of Jerusalem, 
Women’s Tears. Luke 23:27-28. Spon- 
sor, Church Council. 


12. Mary of Cleopas, Woman’s Ministry in 
Sorrow. John 19:25. Sponsor, Young 
Mothers’ Sunday School Group. 


13. Mary Magdalene, Woman Transformed 
by Christianity. Mark 16:9. Sponsor, 
Stewardship Committee. 


14. Mary, the Mother of Martk, Woman’s 
Social Ministry. Acts 12:12. Sponsor, 
Sunday School Teachers. 


15. Women Who Publish the Tidings. Psalm 
68:11. Sponsor, Parish Paper Staff. 


This series may be arranged well in advance, 
securing the whole-hearted cooperation of 
various groups, thus permitting announcements 
by special bulletins, newspaper articles, and 
brigade telephone calls or house-to-house 
campaigns. If the series is used for Mid-Week 
or Prayer Meetings, much planning will be 
required to insure “free’’ hours for those 
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engaged in war work. Late Sunday afternoon, 
with a social hour following, or Sunday eve- 
ning, has proven successful. 


Don’ts for Singers 


Don’t think of your choir as a group of 
entertainers. Their work is solely to assist the 
congregation in its worship. 

Don’t think that the anthem is the big thing. 
It is not. It is an occasional thing, which has 
come to assume entirely too much importance 
in recent years. 

Don’t fail to devote plenty of time to the 
singing of the liturgical responses. Learn to 
sing the Introits, too. Learn to sing the Psalms 
and the Canticles. A well-chanted Psalm or a 
Canticle is much more churchly than the much- 
abused anthem. 

Don’t think that you ought to sing a solo 
frequently. Any sort of music that pushes 
individuals into the lime-light causes the spirit 
of common, congregational worship to recede. 

Don’t use a pronounced tremolo in chorus 
parts. A  solist may employ a_ restained 
vibrato, not a tremolo, but good blending of 
tone calls for singing of organ-like character. 

Don’t expect your director to lead you with 
a baton. This is necessary in the choir room, 
but an outrage if done during the church ser- 
vice. It is a cheap sectarianism to be avoided. 

Don’t clamor for a weekly processional and 
recessional. It may easily degenerate into a 
vulgar thing. Reserve such things for appro- 
priate occasions, and then do it in a quiet, 
churchly manner. 

Don't demand cheap, non-liturgical music. 
Everything ought to fit perfectly the spirit of 
the Church Year, and the type of service found 
in our circles. 

Don't forget that a poor, discordant choir is 
worse than none. A choir sang over the radio 
last Sunday, and its work was an outrage to all 
good taste, and bad publicity to the reputation 
of the “‘singing church.” 

Don’t forget that your presence in church is 
solely to worship the Lord, and not to attract 
attention to yourself, or your group—F. R. 
Webber, in Lutheran Church Apt. 


Looking to the Future 


“Congratulations on your fine, instructive 
and helpful periodicals. Here is a check for 
$12.00 to extend my subscriptions to The 
Expositor and to Preaching Today, as far as it 
will go.” Signed—P. O. F., Cleveland, Ohio. 
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- zine which could substitute for it.” 


> 


“I do not wish to take any chance on The 
Minister’s Annual series being discontinued. | 
use my copies of The Minister's Annual more 
than any other volume in my working library 
To me no price could be set on the series. 1] 
will pay $25.00 for my copy.” Signed—R. A 
D., Newark, N. J. 

“For several months I have missed Preaching 
Today. Probably you do not have my new 
address. I look to that paper for inspiration 
as well as practical illustrations. Send it along 
with the bill. I need it, and know it is worth 
more than you ask.” Signed—W. C. 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

“For years I have been in arrears on mj 
subscriptions, because sickness and _ schoo! 
expenses kept me down. However, you neve 
questioned my honesty and willingness to paj 
when I could. Now I am ahead of my obliga 
tions, and I want to pay five years in advance, 
Signed—D. E. D., Indiana. 

“I am very anxious for my copy of The 
Minister's Annual, and have been patiently 
waiting its completion. So that I will be sure 
of each copy of The Minister's Annual as they 
come from the press, I would like to have ; 
bill for the next five years."” Signed—F. A. K. 
Pennsylvania. 

“I know my subscription is in arreafs 
Frankly, I do not wish to miss an issue of The 
Expositor. I do not know of any other maga 
Signed— 
]. L. Z., Brooklyn, New York. ; 

“T sent $8.50 in 1942 for two years of th 
combination offer, which I thought paid mm 
subscription through 1943. Now I receive ; 
notice that my subscription to Preaching Toda 
is in arrears. Did I receive credit for m 
remittance?” —J. T. D., St. Louis, Mo. Yes 
you received credit in full for your remittance 
but your subscription to Preaching Today wa 
one year in arrears, and the remittance wa 
credited from the former expiration, in agree 
ment with expiration notices sent you eat! 
month throughout 1941. Each  expiratio’ 
notice gives the date of expiration. The notic 
is made and sent as a service to the subscribe: 
as well as the publisher, as the subscription i 
due for payment.—Ebs. 


Bulletin Boards, Letters 
and Repair During War 


“At the present time, many of the Church 
throughout the States desire to purchase ne 
assortments of letters and fix up their Bullet 
Boards,” writes C. Walter Sheldon, Manag: 
of Ashtabula Sign Company. 
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Mr. Sheldon continues, “A great many 
shurches do not know the source or manu- 
acturer of their Bulletin Boards, because some 
te home-made with letters bought from vari- 
us sources, and others secured the Bulletin 
soards through their Denominational Publish- 
ng houses, who place the orders with manu- 
acturers. When repairs or letters are needed 
or these Bulletin Boards, and the Church fails 
O give the manufacturer's name in the order, 
t is necessary to write for this information, 
ometimes both to the publishing house and 
he Church, which delays the order. Many 
-hurches could facilitate filling orders, if they 
vould give the dimensions of both the plate 
ind the letter, because orders cannot be filled 
vithout this detailed information. 

“Due to shortage of metal, and need for sav- 
ng time and expense in letter-writing, it is 
ssential that any Church desiring new letters 
ye fepairs accompany the order with an actual 
ample of the letter desired, and to order only 
he actual letters needed for present require- 
nents. 

“All Bulletin Board manufacturers have 
housands .of customers on their lists, and the 
hortage of metal forces us to limit orders for 
etters to actual needs, until the shortage of 
netal is relieved. If some order more than are 
1eeded, others will have none for the duration. 

“When samples of letters are sent to us with 
in order, and the letters are not of our make, 
ve forward the order and sample to the manu- 
acturer who can supply the letters, if the com- 
yany is still in business. 

“In short,’ continues Mr. Sheddon, ‘‘we 
hould like to have all orders accompanied with 
amples of letters, which will permit us to 
luplicate the exact style of letter, and size of 
slate. The complete, correct name of the 
Church and the complete, correct address are 
nost essential. These should be written or 
srinted, so they can be read. 
~“Many Churches cannot be served as we 
hould like to serve them, because samples, 
ize and color of letters is not complete in the 
yrder, and we cannot accept such special orders 
s RETURNED GOODS. In most instances 
he order is a special item, and we have no 
ise for the letters in filling other orders.” 

As a service to Expositor readers, we suggest 
hat anyone placing an order for letters, plates, 
yr repair parts for Bulletin Boards for the 
juration, list carefully — 

The name and address of Church, printed 

- or written so it can be read by the order 

department where it is received. 
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2. That requirements are studied, with a view 
to ordering only what is needed, due to 
shortage of metal. 

3. That samples of letters and plates accom- 
pany the order. 

4, That the order be sent to the manufacturer 
of the original Bulletin Board, if that firm 
is still in business. 

5. That no orders be returned to a manu- 
facturer, without first writing for instruc- 
tions about the return, as the manufacturer 
may have carried out your order, and has 
no use for the special items in his stock. 
Return of orders without instructions merely 
increases expenses, and delays orders. 


Prevent Church Fires 


To aid ministers in the effort to prevent fires 
in Churches during the coming fall and winter 
season, The Expositor invites you most 
urgently, and sincerely, to read the following 
suggestion and ACT ON IT. 

Dr. E. M. Conover, Director of the Inter- 
denominational Bureau of Church Architecture, 
offers to send to you a two-page blank to be 
filled in by your local Church officials or main- 
tenance man (Janitor), in examining the build- 
ing to prevent fire hazards, on receipt of a dime 
or 10c in stamps to pay for the blank, envelope, 
clerical service, and stamp. 

Dr. Conover says, ‘Despite the difficulties 
of replacing Church Buildings many fires 
occurred during the past winter. A study of 
scores of instances convinces one that most 
Church fires may be prevented.” 

The remedy—don’t wait, get the blank, have 
a competent engineer check on the heating 
plant, electric wiring, etc. It is better to be 
SAFE than SORRY in this matter, when the 
prospects of getting a new building are so 
remote. 


Poetry For Sermon Builders 


A number of subscriber requests for sug- 
gestions regarding the best source of poetry to 
tie in with Sermon Topics brought to mind the 
excellent book for this very use published by 
George W. Wiseman. The title is, “Life 
Begins with Faith.’ The volume of 195 pages 
is made up of reverent, original poems on 
everyday life subjects, printed on each left- 
hand page, and meditation with text on the 
right-hand page. 

There is no price given on the book we 
have before us, but a letter or card addressed to 
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Rev. George W. Wiseman 

Center Methodist Church 

46 Olmstead Street 

East Hartford, Connecticut 
will bring you the information needed to order 
the book. You will use this volume through- 
out the year, so its cost will be a minor con- 
sideration. 


John Barleycorn: Saboteur 


Readers who have requested suggestions on 
preaching Temperance will welcome the infor- 
mation that an address on the above subject, 
by John W. McKelvey, Ph.D., pastor of Bickley 
Memorial Methodist Church, Philadelphia, was 
put into printed form by the Board of Temper- 
ance of the Methodist Church, as the First 
Award Temperance Sermon in the Philadelphia 
Conference last year. 

The address is in booklet form, 15 pages, 
and may be ordered from Board of Temper- 
ance of The Methodist Church, 100 Maryland 
Avenue, N. E., Washington 2, D. C., at 10c a 
copy, or $5.00 for 100 copies. Extracts from 
the address will appear in a coming issue of 
Preaching Today as further thought stimulant. 
After you have written your order, stop and 
check the address in detail, and enclose correct 
amount for the order, to avoid having your 
letter go astray. 


Funeral Orations 
for War Casualties 


“Kindly publish in Preaching Today one or 
more funeral orations for the occasion of one 
who has made the supreme sacrifice while in 
the armed forces for the defense of our 
country,’ writes a subscriber from Illinois. 
“Many of us preachers would be glad to read 
and make use of suggestions.” 

Suggest you refer to the Annual Index, page 
142, Volume 5, No. 12 of Preaching Today. 
You will find page references for such ad- 
dresses, viz. “‘Freedom’s Altars,”’ by J. B. Baker, 
page 77. “Our Defenses,” by John Wilding, 
page 136. “Bravery,’’ by Clarence E. Macartney, 
Any address pointing the listener upward 
toward Immortal Life offers suggestions for 
such an occasion. 

The individual is not emphasized in the 
present world situation. While each of us 
as individuals must do our part, the individual 
welfare and the individual sacrifice and sorrow 
are overwhelmed by the need of the Nation. 
As ministers we must bear in mind that the 
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individual has made the supreme sacrifice, tha 
individuals suffer and sorrow, that individual, 
need hope restored, and courage bolstered te 
go on. ‘ 


Flannel Art for Active 
Young Sunday School Children 


Plans for active interpretation of the Sunday 
School lesson is made possible to any teache 
armed with the Flannel Art Manual and pre 
pared Flannelboard Lessons, made available by 
the Higley Press. 

The Flannelboard Lessons for use by th 
children are in vivid color. The Manual before 
the writer is for the third quarter of 1943, ane 
the price is $1.50 per quarter. Why not arm 
yourself with this Manual and Lessons for the 
last quarter of this year? 


Conference for Rural Pastors 


Dr. Harry D. Hoover, Dean of Lutherar 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pennsyl. 
vania, writes, “I attended the State Colleg 
Course for Rural Pastors. One of the speaker: 
was an Episcopal clergyman from Wisconsin 
who did some remarkable things with a county 
Church. He has an article on the Rural Church 
which deserves wide circulation. I am sug. 
gesting that you ask him for this article. His 


"name is Rev. Douglas McLaury.” 


With this expression of gratitude to Dr 
Hoover, we assure you that we shall endeavo: 
to give the article “wider circulation” a: 
promptly as we can secure permission to pas: 
the article on to you. 

The Expositor is a medium for the exchange 
of ideas and suggestions among ministers of al 
denominations, particularly on Methods ane 
Administrative topics, hence we welcome such 
suggestions, : 


Two Books for Preachers 


Preaching will become a more exacting 
privilege with each month of the continuance 
of the war, with its attendant casualties 
restrictions, and tensions. Study of the follow 
ing volumes will provide inspiration anc 
personal encouragement to the man callec 
upon to preach: 

1. “The Quest for Preaching Power,” by 

John Nicholls Booth, Macmillan, $2.00. 

2. ‘Religion and Health,” by Sewa 

Hiltner, Macmilan, $2.50. 


_ Greatness lies, not in being strong, but in th 
right use of strength —Beecher. 
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YOU CAN TAKE IT WITH YOU. 


FRANK B. FAGERBURG, D.D. 


WO busy-bodies were one day discussing 
the financial affairs of a wealthy man 
who had ‘just passed away. One of 
hem said: 
-“How much did he leave?”’ Before the other 
ould answer, a third person, with devastating 
onesty if not sarcasm, replied, 

“He left every dollar. He didn’t take a 
it with him.” 

I know of no sadder commentary in the 
vorld — “He didn’t take a bit with him.” 

But some people have recognized just that. 
“hey say, “You Can’t Take It With You” — 
0 they have decided to get all possible selfish 
un out of it now. The play by that name — 
You Can't Take It With You’’—was a 
ollicking comedy about a group of people who 
lecided each one to do exactly as he pleased. 
Worked out in real life it is not comedy but 
tatk tragedy so well expressed by the old 
iedonist who counseled, “Eat drink and be 
nerry for tomorrow we die!” 

But I challenge both groups today — the 
nan who hoards and then leaves it all at death, 
nd the man who spends lavishly upon the 
ssumption that “You Can't Take It With 
fou!’ I challenge them both with the 
ejoinder that You can take it with you. 

Just this is the common sense of Jesus’ 
amiliar word: ‘Lay not up for yourselves 
reasures upon earth but lay up for yourselves 
reasures in heaven.” The last thing in the 
vorld Jesus would have suggested is the idea 
hat by giving, a man stores up merit for him- 
elf — a kind of heavenly bond which will be 
ashed into eternal blessing at death. That 
agan, selfish idea has obsessed millions. Then 
yhat did He mean? 

I think He meant that one’s wise and gener- 
us steward-ship is transmuted into personal 
nd human values, which nothing — moth, 
ust, thieves, depression, panic or even death 
an effect. There is nothing magical or super- 
titious about it. It is a matter of cause and 
fect. 

First of all proper and generous use of 
1oney does something to a person himself. As 
he alchemists of old hoped to take base metal 
nd transmute it into gold, steward-ship takes 
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gold and changes it into a greater value — 
character. 

If someone imagines we are simply juggling 
words, let him note how it happens the other 
way around all the time—life is being changed 
into money. When a man labors all day long 
and at the end of the day gets his pay, that 
pay is really that man’s time, strength, brains, 
energy — in short his life. That is why one’s 
money should be thought of as sacred — it is 
somebody's life minted into coin. I once heard 
Mr. Colgate say that one day when his father 
handed him a dollar which he had requested, 
the wise parent said: 

“Now remember, son; that dollar represents 
an Irishman laboring all day long in the hot 
sun!” 

Well may you remind yourself — this money 
I hold in my purse is minted life! 

So I insist it is something more than a figure 
of speech when we look at it in reverse—money 
can be changed into life. Who cannot plainly 
see the negative, destructive side of this fact— 
money is being transmuted into bad character. 
See how in millions of pathetic lives it is being 
converted into drunkenness and degeneracy. 
Just so is it being transmuted into goodness 
and nobility. 

You see you need only add to that Jesus’ 
profound conviction that personality is inde- 
structible — passing through the gateway of 
death into Life Eternal—and His word takes on 
real meaning, “Lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven.” Surely one survives with the quali- 
ties of character which have become a living 
part of him. So—you can take it with you. God 
pity the man who does not transmute a portion 
of what he has into.what he is — and ever 
will be. . 

Now let us carry this thought one step 
further and note that my giving becomes a part 
of other lives too. Some of my money is teach- 
ing the Bible to boys and girls of the Church 
School. Some of my money is pouring the 
loveliness of this morning’s music, beauty, 
prayer, worship into a thousand human souls. 
Some of my money is keeping little missions 
and churches open in tiny communities of 
mountain and desert. Some of my money is 
preaching the gospel in villages of China, India 
and Africa. Some of my money is healing 
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I never saw you before. 


diseased bodies, relieving human suffering, des- 
troying fear and superstition, helping to grow 
bigger and better crops for stomachs which 
have never known what it means to have 
enough. Then my money thus given is being 
transmuted into human life and character. 

Once more let me hold up this fact before 
the light of Jesus’ conviction that personality 
is indestructible, and again His word takes on 
meaning: “Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven.’ 

Jesus one day illustrated with that strange 
parable in Luke 16. It tells of a servant who 
learned that his Master was going to discharge 
him for wasting. One by one he called in his 
mastet’s debtors and settled with each for a 
generous discount. Thus he thought he was 
making friends who would help him when his 
job was gone. Jesus gathers up his lesson in 
a sentence which paraphrased is something like 
this—'So use your money as to make friends, 
who when your money is gone, will welcome 
you in the eternal home.” 

Dr. S. D. Gordon in one of his “Quiet 
Talks” imagines one man entering heaven with 
a great burden of stocks and bonds. He soon 
learns however that it is no good there. It 
must be converted into the only kind of values 
which are real there—human personality. And 
the converting must be done here and now 
while one lives in this world. 

But another man enters heaven and someone 
runs to meet him with outstretched hand and 
glad face exclaiming: “Oh! I have been look- 
ing forward so eagerly to meeting you; wel- 
come!” The perplexed newcomer replies: 
“Well this is very kind of you. But, pardon 
me, I can’t just recall your face. Where was 
it I knew you? In New York?” 

And he will say, with a flush of earnest 
feeling, “Oh, no! I never saw New York. And 
My home was over 
in the heart of China. Our lives were very 
miserable there. There was a great tugging at 
my heart that nothing seemed ever to ease. But 
one day a stranger came into our village, with 
some little books, and as we gathered about 
him he talked to us about Jesus, and you can 
never know how that story of Jesus came to 
me, and how much it meant. My whole life 
was changed, and my home and our village 
were changed. And since coming up here I 
have learned that it was through you that that 
man came, and I want to thank you. Next to 
Jesus I think you're the best friend I have.” 

In your own imagination you may go on as 
Dr. Gordon does, building pictures of other 
such situations over there. All of it gives new 
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meaning to Jesus’ application of this parab 
—"'So use your money as to make friends, wh 
when your money is gone, will welcome you | 
the eternal home.” | 

Yes,—you can take it with you. 

All of this will be quite unconvincing to th 
ordinary man of the world who is accustome 
to dealing with tangibles. But for us wh 
believe in and love the Lord Jesus it is irresist 
ble. So giving takes on a new significance. — 
becomes a game, a joy, a privilege, a blessin; 
Giving is no longer a burden; it is a kind ¢ 
beneficent white magic which God puts int 
the hands of His servant — “treasures 1 
heaven.” 


OPEN 
THE DOORS ~ 


PAUL R. KIRTS, D.D. 
II Chron. 29:36 


T IS a simple matter to trace the hand o 
God in our history. When the Pilgrim 
landed on Cape Cod they celebrated th 
occasion with prayer. By faith they almo: 
visibly took hold of the hand of God. At Ol 


~ Christ Church, Philadelphia, George Washing 


ton had a family pew. President Lincoln use 
to go to the New York Avenue Presbyteria 
Chuch prayer meetings and there in the seclu 
sion of an adjoining room to that where th 
worshipers assembled he lifted up his hear 
to God who controls the destinies of men an 
nations. 

Go back to the history of the kingdom o 
Judah and you will have no difficulty in trac 
ing the hand of God. With the wealth amasse! 
by David, Solomon built the temple at Jerd 
salem. This was a permanent house of th 
Lord instead of a movable tabernacle. Withii 
the holy of holies the ark of the covenant wé 
placed. Into this inner sanctuary, only once} 
year, did the priest enter. On the altar of th 
larger sanctuary incense was offered daily. 
great outer court was for Israel. In the 
they gathered from time to time, as they we 
accustomed to do ever since the day when, t 
temple having been finished, Solomon hd 
blessed the people there. (I Kings 8:15.) 

Following the revolt of the ten tribes whi 
took place at the time Rehoboam, son of Sol 
mon, ascended to the throne, two kingdor 
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he northern and southern, existed side by side. 
About two hundred years after the division, 
dezekiah came to the throne at Jerusalem. 
ow far the state of religion had declined may 
ye seen by the disgraceful condition of the 
emple. Its doors were closed and in need of 
epair; for many years, during a period when 
veak and idolatrous kings had reigned, no 
neense had been burned, no sacrifices had been 
ffered in the sacred shrine; the lamps had been 
mut out; the whole temple of the Eternal was 
eeking with filth. The people had abandoned 
sod, had ignored the dwelling-place of the 
dternal and turned their backs upon Him. 
One of the first acts that Hezekiah performed 
when he became king was to open the doors of 
he temple and to repair them. This was a 
serfectly natural thing to do. There was 
1othing abnormal about it. Recognizing a 
eligious undercurrent, a deep desire of the 
9eople to worship God, he took the first and 
lecessary step: he opened the doors of the 
emple, the dwelling-place of the Eternal, 
where the holy rites were observed, where 
fcense was burned, symbolizing the presence 
xf the Lord, and where sacrifices were offered 
for the atonement of sin. As long as the house 


of prayer was closed, the avenue to God was. 


cut off. Hezekiah opened the doors, repaired 


them, that the priests might enter and make » 


preparation for worship. 

Calling the priests and Levites together in 
the open space east of the temple, the good 
king spoke to them in plain language of their 
natural duty. These men who had been set 
apart for the holy office in the sanctuary had 
been for a long time excluded from these 
sacred precincts. Neglect of the place had 
meant abandonment of the means whereby 
souls had access to God. Hezekiah told the 
priests that he was making a compact with God 
so that the people no longer would be 
oppressed by their surrounding enemies, so 
that they would not be considered as an awful 
example by hostile nations. 

“My children,” he said to the Levites — in 
this we detect a fatherly tone as well as kingly 
authority, “be not indifferent.” Some of the 
sting was taken out of the blow as the lash fell, 
but it struck home with considerable force. 
“For the Eternal has chosen you for his service, 
to wait on him, that you should be his attend- 
ants and burn incense.” This was a call to 
those who had been appointed as divine 
ministers to measure up to what God expects. 
It was a natural thing for the king to do. 

Hezekiah’s words were effective. The Levites 
purified themselves, entered the temple, 
cleansed it, brought out all the filth they found 
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inside, and carried it off to the Kidron-ravine. 
All this they did in eight days. Besides cleans- 
ing the temple, its furniture and utensils, they 
mended all the utensils which had been flung 
aside during the reign of Ahaz, his sacrilegious 
predecessor. 

This work of preparation done, king 
Hezekiah went up to the temple to a great 
sacrifice, in which both sin-offering and burnt- 
offering were made. All this was done to the 
accompaniment of trumpeting, the music of 
Davidic instruments, and the singing of 
psalms. When the sacrifice was over, the king 
and all who were present bowed low in 
worship. 

The king’s own example had great weight. 
in restoring and revitalizing the religious life 
of Judah. The power of influence is beyond 
measure. Parents, teachers, leaders in social 
and business affairs, by their very presence in 
the sanctuary, do more good than they will ever 
know because others are watching them. These 
words of Emerson are true: “What you are 
sounds so loudly in my ears that I cannot hear 
what you say you are.’ What the leaders of a 
community are in reality makes all the differ- 
ence in the world, They make or mar, accord- 
ing as they are and do. 

One of the forces that kept pulling a fresh- 
man in college back to the path of rectitude, 
as the needle is deflected to the magnetic north, 
was the faithfulness of the old college dean in 
his attendance at Sunday chapel. This fresh- 
man, whose roots had been pulled up so that 
he was free from the restraints of home, was 
tempted to break over and do as he pleased. 
But when Sunday came, the force of habit was 
strong enough to bring him to a seat in the 
gallery of the chapel. From this vantage point 
he could look down on the congregation and 
note the worshipers as they came in. There was 
something about the entrance of the white- 
haired dean that was telling. The freshman 
noted beneath his dignified bearing a humble 
spirit as he became at the hour of divine set- 
vice one worshiper.among many. By this 
example the church-going habit of this fresh- 
man was strengthened. Following Sundays the 
temptation to stay away from chapel had slight 
effect upon him. Unconsciously the dean’s 
example was controlling. It may well have 
been the decisive factor in determining the 
destiny of at least one student who came under 
his good influence. 

To this service of sacrifice and worship at 
the temple, which Hezekiah had ordered and 
which he honored with his presence, the throng 
came in response to an inner urge. The divine 
undercurrent was making itself manifest. 
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Beneath a seeming indifference to religion was 
the submerged desire to worship the Highest. 
Because the doors of the temple had been 
closed they had had no center for their acts of 
devotion. Since they did not ascend to the 
sanctuary, they did not lift up their hearts to 
the throne of grace. Human nature is so fash- 
ioned that it requires for its complete inner 
development corresponding externals. When, 
therefore, the invitation was given to come and 
worship in the reopened temple, the king, him- 
self, setting the example, the people were 
responsive and thronged the courts of the 
place of prayer. Some idea of how great the 
gathering was may be gained by noting that 
thousands of animals were brought as thank- 
offerings and burnt-offerings on this day when 
the service of the Eternal’s temple was 
inaugurated. 

The king and the whole nation rejoiced that 
God had provided thus for the worship of the 
people; for the things had come as a sudden 
surprise. Yet there was nothing abnormal 
about the procedure. Preparation had been 
made. The doors of the temple had been 
opened, the first step. Then the Levites had 
been called to measure up to what God expects. 
The king set an example, thus exerting the 
tremendous power of his influence. The 
throng came in response to the urge to ap- 
proach God, to know their sins forgiven and 
to be quickened into newness of life. The 
course of events was perfectly natural. Yet to 
the people the outcome was so surprising that 
they rejoiced. 

God had provided for the worship of the 
people. He had prepared the people by creat- 
ing and preserving an attitude of worship. The 
hand of God can easily be seen in history. We 
can trace it today in the resistance which the 
Church in Europe is making to pagan forces. 
Although for a time seminaries may be turned 
into barracks, God is preparing His people. A 
divine undercurrent is there and will manifest 
itself when the natural conditions for it are 
met. There is nothing abnormal about a 
revival of religion. But when it comes God's 
people rejoice, surprised that such wonderful 
things can happen. 


A Prayer 
Eternal God, as we trace Thy hand in history 
enable us to see how we, too, may help to fulfill 
Thy plans by meeting the conditions. In 
Christ’s name. Amen, 


Mothers implant the spirit of courage in their 
sons’ hearts, through constant devotion and selfless- 
ness. 


Page 376 


FRIEND OF GOD 


FRED SMITH 


‘And he (Abraham) was called the Friend | 
God.” —James 2:23 


Let me live in a house 

By the side of the road 
Where the race of men go by, 
The men who are good, 
The men who are bad 

As good and as bad as I. 
Let me live in-a house 

By the side of the road 

And be a friend to man.” 


and many common folk have taken th 
truth of the words to their heart an 
hearth. This is good, so far as it goes. Buti 
the long ago the writer of the epistle of Jame 
went one better. He desired that men have 
working out religion instead of just a waitin 
religion. Here is his recommendation: 
‘Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this: to visit 
the widows and fatherless in their 
affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.” 
His counsel was that men do not wait to be 


. O wrote an American poet some years age 


- friend to man but to go out into the worl 


fulfilling what he calls the royal law of th 
scripture: Thou shalt love thy neighbor a 
thyself. 

But before James there had been one greate 
than he, one whom he called Lord and Saviour 
and He had said that love is the Alpha am 
Omega of the Christian faith; that he wh 
would be fully and truly His follower mus 
manifest love in his total relationships. Out o 
His heart He»breathed the name of friends te 
His chosen disciples. ‘‘Henceforth I call you 
not servants .. . but I have called you friends.’ 
This is the height and depth of our religion, it 
length and its breath: it is friendship, first ac 
last. 

We do Moses an injustice when we rent 
ber him chiefly for the commandments whic 
he gave from God. Commandments alone wi 
not save a world. It is comradeship that mak 
men heavenly. So did Moses teach. ‘‘Tho 
shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thin 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
might.” But we Christians, in the m 
remember Moses for the commandmen 
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istead of for the love center of religion that 
e taught. 

But before Moses there was one who caught 
1e love-centered meaning of religion in such 
way that they who lived long after him said 
iat he became the friend of God. The Chron- 
ler and Isaiah spoke of Abraham in this dis- 
erning way. And James took up the signifi- 
ance of this name for his day and time. It is 
name we need to hear and realize in our time. 
Aany have lost sight of this significance as 
ames understood it. To speak bluntly they 
re playing God for a sucker. They cash in on 
ne fact that God is their Friend. All they can 
et from Him they get. They believe in order 
> get. And selfishness masquerades in the 
ame of Christianity. Out of their poverty 
ney cry to God to pour out His wealth on 
xem. They are lonely, God can comfort them. 
they are desolate; God will befriend them. 
\lways they feel their need. 

And God is ready, according to His wisdom, 
) deal with all such. But Abraham sensed 
nother need which James brings into the 
pen. God needs man’s friendship. Who 
tteth on the circle of the earth, Who 
jhabitest the highest heaven, needs friendship. 
this need is caught with deep insight in the 
rimitive but profound story of the creation of 
van in Genesis. There we are told that God 
reated all things and animals. But with none 
f these could God commune. Then He 
reated man in His own image. Here was the 
hance for friendship, but Adam bungled the 
usiness of friendship, and the long story told 
1 the Bible is the story of God and man trying 
) restore this broken link. Jesus was God's 
limactic attempt to bring men into friendship 
ith Him. “God so loved that He gave - - -.” 
sod wants some-one to talk to. Stars may be 
rever singing as they shine, “that the hand 
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that made us is divine,” but the stars are poor 
conversationalists. Animals fail in the same 
last particular. Only to man redeemed and 
glorified is this high privilege given. He can 
befriend God in His loneliness. He can speak 
face to face with God as one that speaketh with 
a friend. Such a one does not stay on the low 
level of petition; he goes on to the height of 
communion, fellowship, friendship. Like 
Abraham, he thinks in terms of what he can 
give to God, not what he can get from Him. 
All things fall aright to him who communes, 
on the level, with God. 

Here is the grief of God, that not only do 
men who are sinful reject and scorn Him, but 
many who called themselves “'the saved of 
God’ forget this high privilege of friendship. 
They think of love in religion as a one way 
street. A street that runs from God to man. 
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But Abraham found it had a use from man to 
God. God is the great Lover, and He wants 
great lovers in return. Said a friend to me 
last summer when we were among the high 
mountains of the Rockies: “The mountains 
are all right, they are magnificent and all that, 
but what I want is to meet a mountain of a 
man.” He was deeply right. The mountains, 
for all their greatness could not commune with 
the man who walked over them. He wanted 
communion with some one in his own image. 
In some such way God is forever crying to 
men: “I want you to commune with me. Be- 
come a mountain of a man. Be more than an 
animal that gives dumb adoration or a bird 
that pours out its praise unwittingly. So speak 
to Me and talk with Me that henceforth I can 
call you friends.” Samuel Foss, in the poem 
with which I began this sermon calls on men 
to be a friend to man, but I call you to a 
greater measure of friendship than that. I 
call you to be friend to God. 


SLEEPING 
IN CHURCH 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY, D.D. 


“And there sat in a window a certain young 
man named Eutycbus, being fallen ino 
a deep sleep.” —Acts 20:9 


See asleep! Fallen into a deep sleep, 
and under such a preacher as St. Paul! 

The passage which records the slumber 
of this young man is the most illuminating 
record in the New Testament of early Christian 
worship. From it we learn that the disciples, 
even at this early date, had begun to celebrate 
the Resurrection of Jesus by meeting together 
on the First Day of the week. At this service, 
or assembly, they broke bread together, cele- 
brated the Communion, and listened to a 
sermon. 

The central figure, of course, is St. Paul. A 
table is in the foreground, spread with the 
bread and the wine. The light of the swinging 
lamp falls on the face of Paul and shows the 
marks of the suffering and hardship he had 
endured since first he came to Troas, when he 
had his dream of the man from Macedonia and 
crossed the sea to find him. 

We have no record of Paul’s sermon on this 
occasion, but we can be sure that, as every- 
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where, he preached Christ and Him crucifie 
exhorted the disciples to love one another, to | 
godly in their daily living, and to look for t 
coming of the Kingdom of God. 

That night Paul preached a long sermo 
Luke says he “‘continued his speech until mi 
night.” Perched high up at the window was 
young lad named Eutychus. Boy like, he he 
taken this conspicuous, but dangerous sez 
where he could see and hear everything. B 
as Paul was long preaching, and the hour beir 
late, and the room close, and the atmosphe: 
stifling with so many Jamps burning, natu 
asserted itself and the young man becam 
drowsy and at length fell into a deep slee 
In his sleep some fancy or dream must hay 
come to him, and starting up suddenly, he lo 
his balance, grasped vainly at the window sil 
and with a cry plunged headlong from t 
window. The congregation gave a horrifie 
ejaculation, then in a moment there was th 
ghastly thud of the body striking the pavemel 
three stories below. At once the congregati¢ 
broke up, and Paul and everyone else hurrie 
down the winding stone stairs, their lamps an 
torches held high in their hands to render whi 
aid they could. : 

Paul who was always a man for the eme 
gency, and who could do other things tha 
preach, when he arrived on the scene, whe 
the boy had been taken up for dead, told th 


. crowd to stand back and give him air; an 


then, like Elisha, embraced the lad, saying thi 
his life was still in him. This was soon appa 
ent and in a little while the boy was himse 
again, and no worse for his fall of three storie 
When he had restored the boy, Paul led th 
crowd back up the stairs to the upper chambx 
and resumed his interrupted sermon. 

This is the first record we have of a ma 
who slept in church. He has had a multitue 
of successors; but this is the first recorde 
instance of one who fell asleep under a sermot 
However, when I speak of sleeping in Churel 
I am not thinking of those who sleep physical 
in church. I am thinking rather, of those i 
the Church and around the church, who a1 
asleep under its great voice and its great oppo 
tunity. They sleep under the preaching of th 
Gospel; they sleep in their souls, not in the 
bodies. ) 


I. Those who are asleep to the Great 
Opportunities of the Church 


All about us in the Churches are those w 
are asleep as to their opportunities for Christi 
service, and the performance of Christian du 
I remember a man and his wife writing 
expressing their satisfaction in the services 
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ae Church, but saying that they were merely 
ectators. Merely spectators! And how many 
f them there are. These persons not only fail 
) perform their duty, but they miss the joy 
f working for Christ in His Church. A 
sidier out there on the Tunisian front, or on 
ruadalcanal, may be armed with the latest 
eapons; but if he is asleep, he is good for 
bsolutely nothing to the army and to the cause. 
hhrist asked Peter and James and John to 
ratch with Him in His agony. But they fell 
ito a deep sleep and heard not His cries of 
roe and His -pathetic prayers, and thrice Christ 
ad to arouse them out of their slumber. And 
rhen He awakened them the third time, their 
pportunity for serving Him in that particular 
apacity was gone forever. So far as that was 
oncerned, Christ could now say to them, 
Sleep on now and take your rest.” 

Again, there are those who are asleep as to 
1€ opportunities for friendship and the joys of 
1e associations of God’s house. Those who 
re awake to this know that here in Church are 
ormed the most delightful and most abiding 
ssociations. The highest friendships are 
ormed where those who delight in one 
nother’s fellowship also delight in the Lord 
nd love the Lord. ‘‘Blest be the tie that binds 
ur hearts in Christian love.” The fellowship 
f the Church of Christ is the oldest and the 
oblest association on earth. Albert Schweitzer 
lls of a man who came regularly to the church 
1 Alsace where Schweitzer’s father was pastor, 
he man was quite deaf. One day he was 
sked, ‘Why do you come when you cannot 
ear anything?” He answered, “The com- 
wunion of the saints!” ‘The communion of 
1€ saints!” 


II. Men Who are Asleep to Sinful Habits 
and Evil Life 


This is something that, however strange it 
lay seem, often exists. There are men who 
ear the Gospel, its sharp division between 
ood and evil, its warning against sin, its call 
) repentance, and yet at the same time are 
nder the spell and infatuation of evil. An 
vil habit may be fastening its coils about them 
ad they are unaware of it, unaware at least 
f the danger and the death of it. Every now 
nd then you hear of some Christian whose 
haracter has broken down, who has fallen into 
ansgression; and yet that man was often in 
autch. He listened with apparent interest to 
ie sermon and in his heart did not reject the 
uth. How can you account, then, for this 
reakdown and this fall? The only explana- 
on is that he was morally and_ spiritually 
sleep. Jonah slept in comfort in the hold of 
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In Norway the ministers’ sala- 
ries are controlled by quisling’s De- 
partment of Church and Education. 
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that pitching vessel on the way to Tarshish, 
while all the seasoned seamen on the deck 
above him, fearing that they were going to 
perish, called upon whatever gods they knew 
to save them out of their distress. 

It is while men sleep that the devil does his 
work. It was when Sisera, exhausted after the 
great battle of Kishon lay asleep in the house 
of Jael where he had taken retuge, that that 
patriotic Hebrew took a hammer and a tent pin 
and drove it through the temple of the uncon- 
scious captain of Canaan. It was when .Samson 
lay asleep on the lap of Delilah that the Philis- 
tines sheared him of his locks and stripped him 
of his great strength, and put out his eyes and 
cast him into the dungeon to do the work of 
a slave. “Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands in slumber; so shall 
thy poverty come as one who travels and thy 
want as an armed man.” 

Satan would rather cast a man into a deep 
sleep than destroy him in any other way, be- 
cause in this way there is no resistance on the 
part of the victim. The dramatic events that 
are taking place in Russia today recall the 
disastrous retreat of Napoleon from Moscow in 
1801. The best account we have of that 
retreat is by Caulaincourt, the Duke of Vicenza, 
who was Napoleon’s Master of Horse, and was 
with him in intimate contact all through 
the Russian campaign. Caulaincourt describes 


how the soldiers of the Guard, overcome by the ~ 


cold, fell out of the ranks and lay prostrate in 
the snow, too weak or too numb to stand. 
Once they fell asleep, they were dead. To 
sleep was to die. He relates how on a number 
of occasions he tried to arouse men who had 
thus fallen to the ground, warning them that 
they would perish; but the drowsiness engen- 
dered by the cold was irresistibly strong. To 
all his entreaties, the drowsy soldiers were deaf. 
The only words they uttered were to beg of him 
for the love of God to go away and let them 
sleep. So is it with the sleep of the soul, with 
the fatal allurement of temptation and of sin. 


III. Men Who are Asleep to God and to 
Eternal Life 


It is quite possible to listen to the pronounce- 
ment of the tremendous truths of the Gospel, 
calling for repentance and faith and obedience, 
pointing out the gulf that is fixed between men 
in the next world, and yet both will and con- 
science be sound asleep. The preacher becomes 
unto them as Eziekel said, a “lovely song,” and 
they are as deaf to the warnings of the Gospel 
as the adder is to the music of her charmer. 
They hear, having ears; and yet in a sense, 
hear not. There is no resolution, no determi- 
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nation, no repentance. When the sermon i 
the church is over, life follows up that serm 
with its own great and eloquent sermons 
Those sermons that are constantly sounding 
men’s ears — sickness, peril, affliction, pro 
vidence, death, all then say to the soul, “Hea 
what the preacher says.” But the sermon 0 
life produces no more effect on them than th 
sermon in the church. If Luke were to describ 
some of our congregations today, he woul 
have to tell of not one, but many, who hay 
sunk down into a sleep far more perilous thai 
that into which Eutychus fell. Hence it is tha 
we hear the cry of the Gospel to awaken ou 
of sleep. Go from the church asking yoursel 
not, Did my friend or neighbor in the chure 
hear that? or, If he heard it, was he aslee 
under it? but, Am I asleep? In Christ's las 
sermon He told of those virgins who slep 
away their chance to meet the bridegroom am 
be admitted to the supper. It is easy to sleé 
away your chance of Eternal Life. You nee 
not go out and commit some great crime. YO 
need not consult the works of atheists an 
infidels and adopt their principles and uf 
beliefs. All that is necessary to lose Eterns 
Life is to sleep. 

If anyone is asleep, asleep as to his high an 
beautiful opportunities in the Church of Chris 
asleep as to some evil habit that ere long wil 
strangle him with its coils; asleep as to Eterns 
Life and Eternal Salvation, then hear thes 
words of God, “It is high time to awake ox 
of sleep. Let us cast off the works of dark 
ness and let us put on the armor of light. 
“Awake to righteousness and sin not.” “Awake 
thou that sleepest and arise from the dead, an 
Christ shall give thee light.” 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J. SessLer, Pu.D. 


The Significance of the Pulpit 


OBJECT: The Pulpit. 

STORY: Today I will give you a biograph 
A biography is a story of someones life. Th 
is a biography of the pulpit. So listen to tl 
story of the pulpit. It is one of the importa 
objects in God’s house, the church. It h 
been used for many, many years. The fit 
time it is mentioned in the Bible is in the bor 
of Nehemiah. This happened at least thr 
thousand years ago. Ezra, the Scribe read t 
book of The Law of Moses to the Israelit 


The Exposil 


om a pulpit. Ever since that long ago time 
ulpits have been used in the churches. 

It is usually made of wood in an architectural 
sign which harmonizes with the architecture 
the church in which it stands. The design 
ours is Gothic. The carved arch on the 
des has a point at the center which reminds 
» of hands with finger tips placed together in 
ayer. It is a constant reminder that the 
wurch is the House of Prayer. 


In some churches the pulpit is placed up. 


ty high to remind us that Christ often 
reached from a mountain top. Usually it is 
t on a specially built platform in the front 
' the congregation so that the people may see 
id hear the man who speaks to them. 

But the pulpit is not only a piece of furni- 
ie, it is also a symbol. There is a reason for 
S$ presence in the House of God. 

Who is the man who stands behind it? 
/hat is his business here in the church? We 
ull him a preacher, a minister or a pastor. 
le is not an orator or a politician. He stands 
sfore you to tell you about God, our heavenly 
ather and about His Son Jesus. He tells you 
ow willing and anxious God is to help you not 
nly when you are in trouble but at all times. 
le tries to teach you how to live a good life. 
1 the words of the Great Commandment He 
ys, “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God; and 
iy neighbor as thyself.” 

I suppose you are asking yourself the ques- 
on, “How does the preacher know all those 
ungs?’’ I will try to tell you. Look on the 
yp of the pulpit. There you will see a Book. 
he greatest Book in the world, the best seller 
f all times, the Bible. At school you read and 
udy your history to learn about the people 
tho lived before you. The doctor has gone 
» school to learn how to care for sick people. 
he preacher, also has gone to school, has read 
nd studied the Bible to learn the truths con- 
ined in it. After much hard work and 
reparation he stands before you to help you 
nderstand the Word of God. 

Then, you hear the preacher say, “Let us 
ow our heads.” A feeling of quietness spreads 
rom the pulpit throughout the congregation. 
sod seems very near to us as together with the 
linister we bow our heads in prayer. God 
stens and hears the prayers offered from the 
ulpit. As the preachet’s “Amen” is said, all 
aise their heads. They realize that in prayer 
hey have been brought into the presence of 
sod. 

From all this we see that the pulpit is not 
nly a beautifully carved piece of wood but 
hat it has a greater significance. It carries 
nd supports the Bible which is God’s Word 
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to us. It is not like a table on which are laid 
all kinds of books and magazines. It has the 
honor of carrying the greatest Book in all the 
world, the Bible. From it the minister explains 
the Bible and tells the people what God wants 
them to do. And facing the pulpit we bow 
our heads and over it the minister bows his 
head, and together we pray to our heavenly 
. Father. 


Caught In A Trap 
OBJECT: A mousetrap. 


STORY: One night Mr. and Mrs. Mouse 
called their family together for a conference. 
At the meeting there were present Papa and 
Mamma Mouse, Big Brother Mouse, Middle- 
sized Mouse and Squeaky Mouse. A new 
object had come to rest before the entrance to 
their home which we call a mouse trap. (Hold 
up mouse trap). 

The Mouse family was sitting around the 
trap talking. Papa Mouse pointed to it and 
said, ‘Do you know what it is?” 

The baby mouse whose name was Squeaky 
was the first to answer, “I see a piece of cheese 
on it and I want to eat it because I am hungry.” 

‘Don't be foolish, Squeaky,’ said Papa 
Mouse. ‘That thing is a trap, and the cheese 
was put on it by someone to tempt some stupid 
mouse like you. Surely the cheese is good, but 
if you should try to get it, the trap will spring 
and kill you.” 

Then Middle-sized Mouse said, ‘Perhaps 
that is the reason our neighbor mice all walked 
right by the trap. Not any of them tried to 
get the cheese. A trap! Well, that is some- 
thing of which to be afraid.” 

“Yes,” said Mamma Mouse, ‘‘you will notice 
that the one who set the trap put cheese on it, 
the very food we mice like the best. The idea 
of trying to tempt us with cheese.” 

‘I don’t think the trap is as dangerous as all 
that,” finally said Big Brother Mouse. ‘‘Every- 
one is afraid of it. We know the cheese has 
been put there to tempt us, but I am not afraid 
of temptation. You and all the neighbors are 
afraid, but I am not. Here is my-chance to 
become famous and a real hero. I'll get the 
cheese and when the other mice of the village 
see how brave and strong I am, they will make 
me their king.” 

From the shadows there stepped an old, grey, 
limping, shortailed mouse. It was Grandpa 
Mouse. He said, “Listen to me, Big Brother. 
I talk from experience. Look at me. I lim 
as you all know and I have only half a tail. I 
surely am a pathetic looking mouse. I once 
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. Stay away from it. 


talked like Big Brother. The cheese is a te 
rible temptation. My advice is to stay awa 
from temptation as far as possible. The on 
who put the cheese there is not anxious for yo 
to have good food. With it he wants to lea 
you to your death. See what happened to m 
The trap snapped; I was caught by paw an 
tail. I succeeded in freeing myself with th 
help of others ‘but I must always bear thes 
marks. Follow my advice and keep away frot 
the cheese.” 

Big Brother Mouse only laughed and calle 
grandpa an old fossil and said, “You thin 
because you were caught, everyone else will be 
I am wiser than you are.” 

So they separated. That night Big Brothe 
Mouse yielded to the tempting cheese. We al 
know what happened. He was killed. If h 
had only stayed far away from temptation. 

Life is full of traps. These traps have bai 
on them like this mouse trap has cheese. 4 
boy in school wants high grades to be at th 
top of his class. It is good to have high grade 
but if you are tempted to get high grades b 
cheating, then it is a trap. Sometimes we af 
tempted to cheat. It is a trap, do not go nea 
it. A girl keeps company with bad compan 
ions. Watch out, it isa trap. The bait on thi 
trap is all kinds of fun and pleasure. But fm 
and pleasure with evil companions is a trap 
A young man wants to ge 
rich fast. He is tempted to be dishonest, t 
take money that does not belong to him. 1 
is a trap; he will only be caught. 

When we are tempted, let us do what Jesu 
did. He looked to God, His Father, for hel 
and then temptation lost its power over Him 


Our Tires 


When you plan to save your tires plan to sav 
them for your trip to Church! 

Remember! If people had rolled their cars t 
the House of God on Sundays, instead of everywher 
else, people would not be without tires today. 1] 
Christians had obeyed their Lord’s command to mak 
disciples of all nations we would not now be fightin 
pagan nations. If the light of God's Word ha 
been shed abroad in human hearts we would not n01 
be groping in darkness and sitting down in th 
shadow of death. We have sinned, in that we hav 
prized rubber more than Redemption. Better “brin 
forth works meet for repentance,” and run you 
car, with your whole family, to Church every Sunda 
until it quits running. Perhaps we might find merc 
even now, if we sought for it with all our hear 
mind, soul, and strength. War is God’s judgmer 
upon man’s sin—Epiphany, Milw., Call. 


All at it, all the time,’ will bear fruit in civilia 
Bs and in the Church, just as it does in the we 
effort. % 
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1e Sea 
b, 11:9. “And broader than the sea.’ 


The wideness of the sea is the first impres- 
mn of its never ceasing wonder. This is the 
ygest thing on ‘earth. The seven seas are 
uly one with the ragged coast lines appearing 
the forms of continents and islands, all sur- 
unded by the waters. All the land could be 
allowed and the highest mountains disappear 
ving no traces upon the waves. The clouds 
> the sea lifted above that rains may descend 
on the earth. The streams are the sea separ- 
sd awhile from the main body but all the 
fers run into the sea. The little cove on the 
agothy is but an arm of the sea, gentle and 

intimate as the ocean may be wide and 
ugh; but it feels the rise and fall of the tides 
d the tang of the salt that drifts in from the 
undless deep. There is only one thing broad 
Ough to use as a comparison with the sea 
d this is so great that the ocean is its only 
equate similitude: 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea. 


—Richard L. Shipley. 


ould Hear It Ringing 

vy. 25:10. “And proclaim liberty.” 

The other day an elderly man who looked 
<e a foreigner stood beside the Liberty Bell 
f£ some minutes. As he turned to go he was 
atd to say: “I can hear it ringing.’ —Brog- 
phy of the Liberty Bell” in the N. Y. Times 
agazine, June 29, 1941. 


hree Great Forces of Civilization 

4, 48:13. “They stand up together.” 

The three great forces which lie at the roots 
civilization are the meeting house, court 
yuse and school house. ‘That is, religion, 
ernment and education—Dr. Joseph R. 
Z00. 


eauty Everywhere! 

m. 2:15. “The perfection of beauty.” 
When high school students of Wichita, 
ansas, were asked to define beauty and to give 
mcrete examples, their answers included the 
lowing objects of beauty: 

hubert’s Serenade at dusk. 
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by American Churches. In 
this volume we have sought 
to supply that need. Special 

ays are not compulsory 
in the evangelical churches, 
but the practice of instruc- 
tion through special sea- 
sons has been growing dur- 
ing recent years. Here this 
is accomplished in_ brief, 
but quite comprehensive 
statements. 
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T-bone steak smothered in onions. 
Family motor car starting on a sub-zero morn- 
ing. 

Western sunset. 
Kansas in harvest-time from an airplane. 
Report card with all A’s. 
Brother taking his sister to a show. 
Christening of a baby. 
Ice crystals on a tree. 
Cemetery on Decoration Day. 

How would you add to that list ? 


August May Be Called Month of Gifts 
Psa. 1:3. “Bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season.” 


1—A Month of Gifts 

“God's love gives in such a way that it flows 
from a Father’s heart, the well-spring of all 
good,” Luther wrote. August seems especially 
a time when nature lavishes upon us the.richest 
gifts of the season—the month of gifts. As 
“the heart of the giver makes the gift dear and 
precious,” so our appreciation and gratitude 
makes these gifts more satisfying. “Gratitude 
is a virtue disposing the mind to an inward 
sense and an outward acknowledgment of a 
benefit received.” With all her other gifts, 
August brings a sense of leisure and restfulness 
in which to appreciate the riches so lavishly 
bestowed. 

2—A Satisfying Month 

August fruits possess nothing of the fragile 
delicacy of early varieties. Great melons ripen 
luxuriously in the warm sunshine. Harvest 
apples turn gold-and red upon the bending 
bough. Ripe plums drop to the sunburned 
grass to the delight of hungry crickets. Gifts of 
food and of beauty. Gifts of drowsy days 
and of soft warm evenings. One of the most 
satisfying months of the year.—Georgia Lott 
Selter, The Old Watrous Farm, Three Mile 
“Bay, N.Y. 


Builder of Difficult Foundations 
I Cor. 3:10. ‘As a wise masterbuilder, 1 have 
laid the foundation.” 

Walking to my office one morning I stopped 
at a place where the excavation was going on 
for a big skyscraper. On a big sign was dis- 
played the name of the man doing the work, 
and underneath his name was this line: 
“Builder of Difficult Foundations.” That sign 
so impressed me that I thought of it hundreds 
of times. Here was man who took pride in 
doing the difficult thing. A distinction rare 
indeed.—George Matthew Adams. 
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Still A Good World 


Gen. 1:31. “And God saw everything that E 
had made, and, behold, it was very good. 


A group of students of the University ¢ 
Glasgow, in Scotland cabled Jan Christia 
Smuts, Prime Minister of the Union of Sout 
Africa, suggesting that while they knew he wz 
a busy man and deeply involved in the wi 
effort, nevertheless they believed their approadl 
ing commencement was likewise importan 
They, therefore, respectfully requested h 
presence and asked him to give their com 
mencement address. 

The man whom the Glasgow students invite 
was: a Christian, a statesman, a general, 
philosopher, a botanist. ; 

The Prime Minister replied regretfully thi 
he could not come — the affairs of state an 
of the military effort would just not permit f 
But, he told them he knew what his messag 
to them would be if he could come. He said 
“I'd repeat the message of the first chapter 6 
Genesis—'And God saw everything that H 
had made, and behold, it was very good’— 
and I'd tell you that this is still a good world. 
—From a sermon delivered over the “Chure 
of the Air” (CBS) from Washington, D. © 
Nov. 2, 1941, by The Rev. Howard Ston 
Anderson. 


Can’t Fool Pigeon on Direction 


Isa. 60:8. “Who are these that fly ... as th 
doves to their windows?” 


A lot of things we can’t see are true jus 
the same. ‘We don’t know one-millionth par 
of anything,” remarked Thomas A. Edison. 

They took 14 Army homing pigeons fron 
Rockefeller Center by subway to distant part 
of New York City, then released them. Withi 
20 minutes of release, all 14 were back a 
Rockefeller Center. That's a power one can’ 
see or easily understand, but the carrier pigeor 
possesses it to a high degree—The Ufc 
(N. Y.) Observer-Dispatch. 


Solving Problems 


IS Cor docile: 


“For now we see through 
glass.” 


A book issued by the Army gives all mann 
of advice to noncommissioned officers. It eve 
tells how to make men who have quarrel 
friends again. The men are put to washin 
the same window, one outside, the other insid 
Looking at each other, they soon have to laug 


The Eaposi 


d all is forgotten. It works‘ 1 have tried it. 
Lupwic BEMELMANS:—The Ladies’ Home 
urnal. 


hinking Mountain Thoughts 

um. 14:40. ‘And they rose up early in the 
morning, and gat them up into the top of 
the mountain.” 


No man who always thinks valley thoughts 
Il ever climb a hill. No man who always 
inks in terms of hills will ever climb a moun- 
in. A mountain climber thinks mountain 
oughts. His eyes and his mind are turned to 
€ highest places. What thoughts are you 
inking? Are you content with what you 
we, where you are? What thought are you 
inking that will lift you higher?—Thomas 
yeier. 


oy Accompanied Soldiers to Church 


4. 56:7. “And make them joyful in my 
house of prayer.” 


A soldier asked a small boy if he knew 
here there was a church. The young man was 
nid strange surroundings in his native Eng- 
nd. But he said that before leaving the 
untry he would like to attend a church 
rvice. 

The result was, as related by the Rev. Richard 
ke, president of the English Methodist Con- 
rence (1939-1940), that the boy answered, 
will take you.” That very night “ the little 
ap proudly walked up the aisle with four 
Idiers, and sat by them with a pardonable 
‘ide on his face.”’ 

The little boy did a ‘good turn” that day. 


hy Dr. Mayo Sold His Yacht 


ia. 41:1. “Blessed is he that considereth the 


poor.” 


In 1938 Dr. William James Mayo sold his 
xurious $35,000 yacht. He explained that 
> could no longer enjoy it because “it made 
e feel conspicuous when so many people are 
yor.’ The money went to a charitable enter- 
ise—"The Mayos and Religion’ by Adolph 


. Regli. 


A story is told of a Damascus Jew, who presented 
mself at the British Consulate for protection, on 
e€ ground that he was Protestant. “How so?” 
ey asked. ‘Why do you call yourself a Protest- 
t?” ‘I eat pork,’ was the answer, ‘‘and I don't 
lieve in God.” 
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NEW BOOKS 


HERITAGE AND DESTINY. 


By John A. Mackay. Macmillan. 109 pp. $1.50. 


This observation is credited to Mme. Chiang Kai-shek: 
“We live in the present, we dream of the future, but 
we learn eternal truths from the past.” Dr. Mackay, 
in his ‘Heritage and Destiny,” says something like that. 
For this is his word: “Behind us are the wisdom and 
experience of the ages. Men must learn to look back if 
they are to succeed in moving forward.” That is the 
emphasis of Dr. Mackay’s book. We are in our present 
state of life for one reason, we have given to man “the 
place that belongs to God ;” and we have forgotten our 
spiritual origin and our religious traditions. The great 
necessity of our generation is that “contemporary culture 
must be confronted with the Christian revelation.’’ The 
fearsome issue is that “what is really at stake at the 
present time, in our cultural situation, is the Christian 
conception of life.” And if there is any salvation for 
us, any deliverance out of our distress, “the secret of 
our renewal is in our remembering” God and the repos- 
session of our spiritual heritage, together with the 
dedication of life to’ God and His purpose. “Souls hold 
the key to every form of human welfare.” That is the 
message of the book. 

Chapter one sets forth the thesis of the book and is 
titled, ‘‘The Road to Tomorrow Leads Through Yester- 
day.” Chapters two through five deal, respectively, with 
“God and Israel,’ “God and the Individual,’ ‘‘God and 
Culture,’ and “God and the Nation.” 

Victor Hugo says, “A great thought breathed into a 

There is a great thought in 
and the regenerating power 
Dr. Mackay has done a 


man may regenerate him.” 
“Heritage and Destiny” 
‘that all great thoughts hold. 


masterful task in the writing of this book and has done _ 


it in a masterful way.—Harry W. Staver. 


THE PURPOSE AND THE HOUR. 
By George Arthur Clarke. Revell. 160 pp. $1.50. 


Here is a book of fifteen sermons leading up to Easter, 
interpreting the life and purpose of the Master in His 
last days upon earth and applying the truths exemplified 
in His preaching, sufferings, and victory over death to 
the daily needs of modern men. 

Dr. Clarke, the pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Malden, Mass., makes no pretensions in these sermons 
other than to set forth with simplicity and attractiveness 
the matchless example of our Lord. His is not heavy 
preaching, but effectively illuminated by numerous excel- 
lent and apt illustrations. For popular presentation these 
sermons will provide ample food for thought along help- 
ful devotional paths. 

It would be asking for perfection to expect all fifteen 
sermons to be of equal merit. While all set the reader 
to thinking in new channels, the sermons, HAVE FAITH 
IN GOD, MASTER AND! LORD, CHRISTIANS. WHO 
CANNOT FOLLOW CHRIST, THE CROWN OF 
THORNS, and THE CROSS OF CHRIST, are particu- 
larly good. ' 

While the Lenten season as such is past for the cur- 
rent year, the topics with which Dr. Clarke deals are 
perennial themes for the Christian pilgrim. Wherever 
and whenever the human heart faces the deep mysteries 
of the Kingdom and seeks to find answer in the ineffable 
life of Christ these sermons will have something of 
promise and comfort to offer to him that reads.—John 
W. McKelvey. 
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THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS. 
By C. S. Lewis. 


The warfare between Satan and God on the battl 
fields of the human soul has often been cast on- 
mighty stage amid the clash of crashing cymbals a1 
the crash of great thunder. 

The Screwtape Letters are about that struggle b 
in an altogther different vein, fully as penetrating a1 
far more interesting and amusing. 

Screwtape is one of the high officials of Satan 
Underworld. He writes to his nephew Wormwood, 
junior devil at work on the earth, giving him advice ¢ 


Macmillan. $1.50. q 


how to turn his patient from the ‘Enemy’s’ (God! 
paths. 
One has difficulty characterizing this book. Is 


religious philosophy? It is that and most thought pn 
voking. Is it Christian ethics? Yes and brilliant insig] 
into Christian ethics. And withal it is a book so deep 
portraying our human foibles and temptations that o1 
sees, first himself, and then his friends on every pag 
Some books we retire with to a quiet nook and read + 
ourselves. For this book you will demand an audiene 
It is too good to keep to oneself. Reverent, deft, pen 
trating you will re-read it any number of times.—} 
Edward Young. 


A. T. ROBERTSON; A BIOGRAPHY. 
By Everett Gill, Th. D., D.D. Macmillan. 250 pp. $2.5) 


It was time that we should have a book on the belove 
New Testament commentator and eminent Greek scholz 
and teacher, Dr. A. T. Robertson of Louisville, wh 
died in 1934. His lifelong acquaintance, pupil, and © 
league in the ministry, Dr. Gill has filled a need. Fe 
more than is usual in the case of an expert linguist 
philologist, Dr. Robertson retained the human touch 
became known, besides to the thousands he taught att 
Baptist seminary at Louisville, to throngs at the asse 
blies at Northfield and Winona and other places, and 
other numbers through the 45 books, many of the 
popular and inspirational, which he produced in 
course of his intensely industrious life. His “Big G 
mar,’’ a monumental work which took him 25 years 
write, and which for the first time on such a sea 
made full use of the new knowledge concerning 
“Koine,” the Greek vernacular of New Testament ti 
is his magnum opus and gave him world-wide fame — 
the field of New Testament scholarship. It is this con 
bination of exact and exacting scholarship, ability 
concentrate on a great task and carry it throug 
together with the warm sympathy showing itself 
making the fruits of this scholarship vital in the li 
of men, that characterizes the life of Dr. Robertson 
distinctive and memorable. This was no common lif 
There is no saying how far such influences penetra 
but we know they go very far. Dr. Gill has placed t 
Christian world under obligation by making the face 
and an insight into the spirit of this great scholar e 
veniently available to posterity.—Paul Hoerlein Ro 
DD. 


THE FIGHT OF THE NORWEGIAN CHURCH 
AGAINST NAZIISM 


By Bjarne Hoye and Trygve 
180 pp. 


M. Ager. Macmills 


If one is inclined to the pessimistic attitude t 
spiritual fortitude and Christian heroism are entir 
wanting in our day, one need only read a book lil 
this to be refreshingly convinced to the contrary. It 
a thrilling story of the courage of the bishops, acting 
complete unanimity, and of the vast majority of » 
clergy of Norway, as they have withstood the attem 


; 
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Quisling to nazify the Church. With the clergy have 
ie stood, in almost unbroken ranks, the teachers of 
rway, Both the clergy and the teachers have resigned 
om their positions, accepting whatever consequences 
ere might be, rather than submit to the. nazi yoke. 
is also noted that back of both groups have stood the 
cople of Norway, supporting them to the utmost. When 
e clouds of war have scattered, and the return of peace 
akes possible a true evaluation, the story of the 
vurch’s fight against Naziism will undoubtedly stand 
it as one of the illustrious examples of the superior 
ywer of the spirit. The book is amply documented, and 
ves evidence of being an objective presentat’on of the 
velopments in Norway up to the present. The position 
.the Church may be summarized in the statement that 
took “its stand in the center of the community with 
e right and, duty to draw all fields of worldly activity, 
eluding politics, into the light and judgment of God’s 
ord.’ In its relation to this stand the story of the 
vurch is written. The result has been that ‘Under 
e tremendous risk of having its outward ecclesiastical 
ganization smashed to pieces and its servants perse- 
ted and terrorized by a physically superior pagan 
wer, the Church has stood fearless and unshakable. 
has not yielded an inch in the fight for its soul, for 
; religious freedom, for its Christian foundation of 
ith, and in a wider sense for the foundation of justice 
yon which Norway’s Christian civilization has been 
ilt.’—Victor E. Beck. 


HE FAITH OF OUR CHILDREN. 
y Mary Alice Jones. _Abingdon-Cokesbury. 175 pp. 
25. 


This is the sort of book on which time has no effect. 
‘he chapters in this book are written in the hope that 
ey may make some contribution to parents and teachers 
ho wish their children to believe in God, not merely 
rbally,. but in such manner as shall really determine 
e course of their lives.’’” That sets the tone of the 
ok, and it is very well handled. Among a!l] creatures 
earth man is the only one who values and chooses. 
‘aining must deal with value and choice. God must 
more than a proposition; He must become a living 
perience. 

The author recognizes the fundamental proposition that 
ildren learn much by response to environment and 
ople; that they learn by example. Too often the 
ilure to make God real to a child is because God is 
t real to the parent and teacher. 

The author’s grasp of the subject matter is amazing. 
is book stands so far above most books on the sub- 
+t that it may be set in a class by itself. Every person 
10 deals with children should have this book and give 
serious study. Churches could well afford to buy 
pies for teachers in the Sunday School. This is not a 
2oretical book, but a book wrought out of much study, 
ditation, experience and closeness to God and children. 
hope it has the wide circulation which it deserves. 
W. R. Siegart. 


[RISTIAN SYMBOLISM IN THE EVANGELICAL 


{URCHES. 
Thomas Albert Stafford. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
w York. Nashville, 176 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Stafford has conferred a true service in the inter- 
s of public worship, in publishing a low priced book, 
sellently conceived, well arranged, and illustrated by 
: artist-author himself, for the use of all those churches 
yecially which from various historic causes had 
icted too far against the use of the arts in worship 
d are now seeking to regain what is good and edifying 
the ancient liturgic trad'tion of the Church. 
Symbols give church buildings meaning, and also inter- 
Dr. Stafford goes somewhat into the philosophy of 
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symbols, appreciates the aesthetic and religious necessity 
of the right use of them, and under the headings of 
Symbols of the Godhead, Sacred Monograms, Symbols of 
Christ’s Suffering, Doctrines and Ideas, New Testament 
Characters, Symbolism of a Church, of a Color, gives 
an apparatus which should leave no one at a loss as to 
the right ordering of those material means which are 
so necessary both as a teaching factor and as a producer 
of the atmosphere of devotion. The illustrations are good 
and most helpful. There is a bibliography, a list of 
definitions, and a good index. Many churches need the 
message of this book very badly, and all builders of 
new churches should be sure to consult it.—Paul Hoerlein 
Roth, D.D. 


THE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY. 
Edited by John W. Bradbury, D.D. 
$1.75. 


From November first to eighth, in 1942, a Congress on 
Prophecy was held in New York City. This Congress 
was summoned, according to ‘“‘An Affirmation’’ which 
appears in this volume, in view of the “critical world 
situation,” and the fact that the prophetic Word is being 
“too often used ignorantly, or for exploitation’? and to 
the end that certain “trusted Bible teachers” might pre- 
sent a true interpretation of the prophetic message. 
This book is a compilation of thirty-three addresses 
delivered during the sessions of this Congress on 
Prophecy. Anyone seeking a summary of the prophetic 
teaching, in a single volume, should find it in these 
numerous addresses. Here are discussions of The Great 
Tribulation, the Deterioration of the Nations, The Battle 
of Armageddon, the Return of Christ, Evil and its End, 
and many other items. In the purpose it is intended to 
serve, the book is a commendable contribution.—Harry 
W. Staver. 


Revell. 318 pp. 


TAKING GOD INTO PARTNERSHIP. 
By Grenville Kleiser. 
Babson. 


Funk and Wagnalls. 175 pp. $1.50. 


This book, by it own statement, is “an imaginary 
account of a corporation that took God into partnership 
and based all its activities on the Golden Rule. The 
names of the officers and the company are wholly ficti- 
tious.” Beginning with the determination to take God 
into partnership, the experiment leads to a consideration 
of Christian character in business. Their interest in 
Christian character causes them to discuss the source of 
Christian life and power, and thereby the Bible is redis- 
covered. In succession, the power of prayer, practicing 
the presence of Ged, complete surrender to the will of 
God, the discovery of Christianity as a way of life, an 
evaluation of the true power of money, become the sub- 
ject of their discussion and study, as they meet as a 
Board of Directors from time to time. The book ends 
with a sermon on the Golden Rule, the minister using 
the experiment of the ‘American Merchandise Corpora- 
tion’”’ as an illustration of its workability. It is a very 
readable book, and contains excellent statements on 
stewardship. It constitutes a clear call to a deep and 
genuine faith in God. Says the author: ‘Faith in God 
who is perfect goodness ; faith in man whom God inspires 
to goodness; and faith in the ultimate triumph of right 
because of the pursuit of goodness; these are the great 
requirements of our time.—Victor E. Beck. 


ANTI-SEMITISM, the VOICE of FOLLY and 
FANATICISM. 


By Amos I. Dushaw. The Tolerance Press. 116 pp. $1.50. 


This book seems like a piece of propaganda, and the 
kind of propaganda which does more harm than good. 
It is not well printed, but that seems to deseribe the 
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With an introduction by Roger W. ~ 


: a 
organization and selection of the material included. 7 
ends with a plea for Palestine as the homeland of : 
Jews.—W. R. Siegart. : 


CHILDREN AT WORSHIP. 
By Percy Elizabeth Parris. Standard Publishing 
118 pp. $1.25. : 
So much good children’s material has come from T 
Standard Publishing Co., that I examine each new o 
with care. This one contains 52 primary worship pI 
grams and many fine hymns — some new, some ol 
Each program is built around a theme or objective, a 
each is very well done. This is by far the best bo 
of its type that I have seen. It deserves wide use. : 
That such a book is needed goes without questio 
Often children become weary and restless in Sund 
School because the program is the same. A Sund: 
School boy said to me ‘‘Every Sunday it’s the same. Y 
do the same things. We sing the same songs. WI 
can’t we do something different?” When the progra 
was changed discipline was unnecessary. ; 
Certainly with a book like this one the children 
sessions will be interesting. And the children will lo 
forward to Sunday School with eager anticipation. 
recommend this book very highly—W. R. Siegart. i 


HOW TO PRESENT CHURCH DRAMA. 6 


By Mary B. Butchart. Standard Publishing Co. Pap 
Covers. 64 pages. { 


$ 

Here is a brief, but thorough treatment of the use 
drama in the Church. While no bibliography is give 
evidently the author has surveyed a good deal of materi: 
and “boiled it down.” Here are suggestions about # 
choice of plays and pageants, casting, rehearsals, hin 
for the director, scenery, lighting, costumes, make uw 
and stage details. It should be most helpful and su 
gestive-—Gordon W. Mattice. i 


4 
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256 pp. notes, bibli 


ONE LORD, ONE FAITH. 
By Floyd V. Filson. Westminster. 
graphy and index. $2.00. 

A Good New Testament Study id 


Professor Floyd V. Filson, of the Presbyterian The 
logical Seminary of Chicago, has written a suggesti 
study of the thought and life of the Christian Church 
Apostolic times. 

One of his main concerns is with the “‘continuil 
between Jesus and the primitive Church. It is true, 
believes, that each of the great apostolic leaders ga’ 
something individual and distinctive to the interpre 
of the Christian faith; but he maintains that there is 
break between the teaching and work of Jesus and th 
of his early followers. 

Professor Filson is conservative in the best sense 
that misused word. He makes use of everything that 
believes to be useful in the discoveries of critical sch 
even though he may reject the conclusions they ha 
drawn. He accepts, in the main, the traditional vie 
of the authorship of the books, though he does not insi 
that the Apostle John wrote the fourth Gospel. His di 
cussion of these matters is full of the evidence both 
faithful study and common sense. 

From discussion of the documents, the book goes 
to questions of New Testament theology, the historici 
and centrality of Jesus and the meaning of the 
as understood by the early Christians. There are S 
tions on the Holy Spirit and in the nature of faith. 

The book is recommended. Whether one accepts all 
Professor Filson's conclusions or not, he must be cre 
with having given to the reading minister a book th 
will send him on to further reading and to renew: 
interest in the rich literature of the New Testame 
—Alvin E. Magary, D.D. 
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PERSONALITIES OF THE PASSION. N D 
By Leslie D. Weatherhead. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. eee H 1 G A 
LF : o15 
In this book the well-known minister of the City America 4 L L 1 
Temple, London, plays his imagination around the vari- MANU \ Dep. Exp. 


ous personalities of the Passion, Peter, Judas, Caiaphas, 


Herod, Pilate, Mary the mother of Jesus and others. , | 
When an author lets his imagination play around 
characters, concerning whom most Christians have long STAN DARD 
encrusted ideas, he is bound to win approval in one 


1 d di t i ther. O has difficulty, f 
esta. in scallowise ane he ane Ree Stal ae TR U E -T 0 -TH E = B I B LE 


nods with approval at his portrayal of Pilate and 
Barabbas. D H L LESSONS 


This book does not have to be read only in Lent. The 
personalities that gather around the story of the Cross Graded or Uniform story papers for 
’ ’ 


are among history’s most interesting and under the 
illumination of this able minister make a fascinating all ages. Free prospectus, samples, 
study any time of the year. This book will kindle for catalog; mention grade. The Standard © 


the reader a fresh desire to re-read the Gospel accounts cas reer : 4 
m 
of the final days of our Lord.—S. Edward Young. Publishing Co pany, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL HANDBOOK. 


By William Verner Nelson. Standard Publishing Co. Pipe Organs 


Paper Covers. 128 pages. 


The sub-title is ‘‘A practical guide in the conduct of AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


daily vacation Church schools’”’ and it is accurate, and 
descriptive. It covers the entire field, organization, cur- HARTFORD, CONN. 
riculum, programs, activities. A bibliography and index Inquiries Wieleomed 

add to the usefulness of the book.—Gordon W. Mattice. 
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